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Top Row 

William Edward Burghardt “W. E. B.” Du Bois (1868-1963) was was a leading African-American 

sociologist, writer and activist. Educated at Harvard University and other top schools. 

Frederick Douglass (1818-95) was a prominent American abolitionist, author and orator. Born a slave, 

Douglass escaped at age 20 and went on to become a world-renowned anti-slavery activist. 

Barrack Obama was the 44th President of the United States from 2009 to 2017. The first African 

American to assume the presidency, he was previously the junior United States Senator from Illinois 

from 2005 to 2008. He served in the Illinois State Senate from 1997 until 2004. 

First African American Senator and Representatives: Sen. Hiram Revels (R-MS), Rep. Benjamin S. Turner 

(R-AL), Robert DeLarge (R-SC), Josiah Walls (R-FL), Jefferson Long (R-GA), Joseph Rainey and Robert B. 

Elliott (R-SC) February 25, 1870 

Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (born January 17, 1964) is an American lawyer and writer who was 

First Lady of the United States from 2009 to 2017.  

Edward Alexander Bouchet (September 15, 1852 – October 28, 1918) was an African American physicist 

and educator and was the first African-American to earn a Ph.D. from any American university, 

completing his dissertation in physics at Yale in 1876. On the basis of his academic record he was elected 

to the Phi Beta Kappa Society. In 1874, he had become one of the first African Americans to graduate 

from Yale College.  

Martin Luther King Jr. (born Michael King Jr.; January 15, 1929 – April 4, 1968) was an American Baptist 

minister and activist who became the most visible spokesperson and leader in the civil rights movement 

from 1954 through 1968. 

Coretta Scott King (April 27, 1927 – January 30, 2006) was an American author, activist, civil rights 

leader, and the wife of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Left Side 

John Lewis is an American politician and is a prominent civil rights leader. He is the U.S. Representative 

for Georgia's 5th congressional district, serving since 1987, and is the dean of the Georgia congressional 

delegation. 

Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross; c. 1822[1] – March 10, 1913) was an American abolitionist, 

humanitarian, and an armed scout and spy for the United States Army during the American Civil War. 

Born into slavery, Tubman escaped and subsequently made some thirteen missions to rescue 

approximately seventy enslaved people, family and friends,[2] using the network of antislavery activists 

and safe houses known as the Underground Railroad. She later helped abolitionist John Brown recruit 

men for his raid on Harpers Ferry, and in the post-war era was an active participant in the struggle for 

women's suffrage. 
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Jesse Jackson is an American civil rights activist, Baptist minister, and politician. He was a candidate for 

the Democratic presidential nomination in 1984 and 1988 and served as a shadow U.S. Senator for the 

District of Columbia from 1991 to 1997. He is the founder of the organizations that merged to form 

Rainbow/PUSH. 

Ida Bell Wells-Barnett (July 16, 1862 – March 25, 1931), more commonly known as Ida B. Wells, was an 

African-American journalist, newspaper editor, suffragist, sociologist, feminist,[1] Georgist,[2] and an 

early leader in the Civil Rights Movement. She was one of the founders of the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909.[3]Angela Davis 

Angela Yvonne Davis (born January 26, 1944) is an American political activist, academic, and author. She 

emerged as a prominent counterculture activist and radical in the 1960s as a leader of the Communist 

Party USA, and had close relations with the Black Panther Party through her involvement in the Civil 

Rights Movement. 

Lyndon B. Johnson (August 27, 1908 – January 22, 1973) is often referred to as LBJ, was an American 

politician who served as the 36th President of the United States from 1963 to 1969, assuming the office 

after serving as the 37th Vice President of the United States from 1961 to 1963. A Democrat from Texas, 

he also served as a United States Representative and as the Majority Leader in the United States Senate. 

Johnson is one of only four people who have served in all four federal elected positions.[a] 

Jack Roosevelt Robinson (January 31, 1919 – October 24, 1972) was an American professional baseball 

second baseman who became the first African American to play in Major League Baseball (MLB) in the 

modern era. Robinson broke the baseball color line when the Brooklyn Dodgers started him at first base 

on April 15, 1947. When the Dodgers signed Robinson, they heralded the end of racial segregation in 

professional baseball that had relegated black players to the Negro leagues since the 1880s. Robinson 

was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962. 

Right Side 

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005) was an activist in the Civil Rights 

Movement, whom the United States Congress called "the first lady of civil rights" and "the mother of the 

freedom movement". 

Shirley Anita Chisholm (November 30, 1924 – January 1, 2005) was an American politician, educator, 

and author. In 1968, she became the first black woman elected to the United States Congress, and she 

represented New York's 12th Congressional District for seven terms from 1969 to 1983. In 1972, she 

became the first black candidate for a major party's nomination for President of the United States, and 

the first woman to run for the Democratic Party's presidential nomination. In 2015, Chisholm was 

posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Thurgood Marshall (July 2, 1908 – January 24, 1993) was an American lawyer, serving as Associate 

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States from October 1967 until October 1991. Marshall was 
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the Court's 96th justice and its first African-American justice. Prior to his judicial service, he successfully 

argued several cases before the Supreme Court. 

 

Robert Francis "Bobby" Kennedy (November 20, 1925 – June 6, 1968) was an American politician and 

lawyer who served as a United States Senator from New York from January 1965 until his assassination 

in June 1968. He was previously the 64th U.S. Attorney General from January 1961 to September 1964, 

serving under his older brother President John F. Kennedy and his successor, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Kennedy was a member of the Democratic Party and is seen as an icon of modern American liberalism. 

Guion Stewart Bluford Jr., Ph.D. (born November 22, 1942), (Col, USAF, Ret.), is an American aerospace 

engineer, retired U.S. Air Force officer and fighter pilot, and former NASA astronaut, who was the first 

African American in space.[1] Before becoming an astronaut, he was an officer in the U.S. Air Force, 

where he remained while assigned to NASA, rising to the rank of Colonel. He participated in four Space 

Shuttle flights between 1983 and 1992. In 1983, as a member of the crew of the Orbiter Challenger on 

the mission STS-8, he became the first African American in space as well as the second person of African 

ancestry in space, after Cuban cosmonaut Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez. 

Neil deGrasse Tyson (born October 5, 1958) is an American astrophysicist, author, and science 

communicator. Since 1996, he has been the Frederick P. Rose Director of the Hayden Planetarium at the 

Rose Center for Earth and Space in New York City. The center is part of the American Museum of Natural 

History, where Tyson founded the Department of Astrophysics in 1997 and has been a research 

associate in the department since 2003. 

Bottom row 

Jack Roosevelt “Jackie” Robinson (January 31, 1919 – October 24, 1972) was an American professional 

baseball second baseman who became the first African American to play in Major League Baseball (MLB) 

in the modern era. Robinson broke the baseball color line when the Brooklyn Dodgers started him at 

first base on April 15, 1947. When the Dodgers signed Robinson, they heralded the end of racial 

segregation in professional baseball that had relegated black players to the Negro leagues since the 

1880s. Robinson was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962. 

James Cleveland "Jesse" Owens (September 12, 1913 – March 31, 1980) was an American track and 

field athlete and four-time Olympic gold medalist in the 1936 Games. 

Muhammad Ali (1942-2016) was an American former heavyweight champion boxer and one of the 

greatest sporting figures of the 20th century. An Olympic gold medalist and the first fighter to capture 

the heavyweight title three times, Ali won 56 times in his 21-year professional career. Ali’s 

outspokenness on issues of race, religion and politics made him a controversial figure during his career, 

and the heavyweight’s quips and taunts were as quick as his fists. 
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Mary Jane McLeod Bethune (born Mary Jane McLeod; July 10, 1875 – May 18, 1955) was an American 

educator, stateswoman, philanthropist, humanitarian and civil rights activist best known for starting a 

private school for African-American students in Daytona Beach, Florida. She attracted donations of time 

and money, and developed the academic school as a college. It later continued to develop as Bethune-

Cookman University. She also was appointed as a national adviser to President Franklin D. Roosevelt as 

part of what was known as his Black Cabinet. She was known as "The First Lady of The Struggle" because 

of her commitment to gain better lives for African Americans. 

Maxine Moore Waters (born August 15, 1938) currently serves as the U.S. Representative for 

California's 43rd congressional district, and previously served the 35th and 29th districts, serving in 

Congress since 1991. A member of the Democratic Party, she is the most senior of the 12 black women 

currently serving in the United States Congress, and is a member and former chair of the Congressional 

Black Caucus. Before becoming a member of Congress she served in the California Assembly, to which 

she was first elected in 1976. As an Assembly member, Waters advocated divestment from South 

Africa's apartheid regime. In Congress, she has been an outspoken opponent of the Iraq War and 

Presidents George H.W. Bush and Donald J. Trump. 

Marian Anderson (February 27, 1897 – April 8, 1993) was an African-American contralto and one of the 

most celebrated singers of the twentieth century. Most of her singing career was spent performing in 

concert and recital in major music venues and with famous orchestras throughout the United States and 

Europe between 1925 and 1965.  


