
Democrats Abroad 
Statement In support of Accidental Americans 
 
Democrats Abroad was invited to be a part of a roundtable convened by Dutch politician and member of 
the European Parliament, Sophie In’t Veld, to discuss issues raised in a paper examining the Foreign 
Account Tax Compliance Act FATCA and its application to the international community and European 
affairs.  Democrats Abroad does NOT involve itself in host country politics or policies and so has declined 
the invitation. 
 
Democrats Abroad acts as the Democratic voice of all Americans abroad.  The community of Americans 
abroad is as diverse in age, economic status, race, marital status, sexual identity and political persuasion 
as any other American community.   
 
 
Uniquely, however, the community of Americans abroad also includes a cohort of U.S. citizens who have 
little or no connection to the United States other than by accident of birth - "Accidental 
Americans."  Having no association or affiliation with U.S. culture or identity, nor a desire to maintain such 
artificial and bureaucratic ties, Accidental Americans bear the consequences of a citizenship condition that 
was not of their making.  
 
 
Democrats Abroad acknowledges that the only remedy on offer to Accidentals currently requires them to 
incur significant effort and considerable, material cost to renounce their American citizenship.  This is an 
effort no other nation on Earth imposes.  
 
Democrats Abroad takes an interest in all Americans living abroad – those who are living abroad 
temporarily; those who are living abroad indefinitely; and those whose lives have always been firmly rooted 
in countries other than the U.S.  We support policies that free and empower Americans to make 
responsible migration and citizenship decisions in the interest of themselves and their families. Democrats 
Abroad supports a citizenship renunciation remedy for Accidental Americans consistent with this view and 
we stand with Accidental Americans in their work to secure one. 

 

 


