Resource for DPCA Resolutions Committee, 1 October 2011

List of Recent DPCA Resolutions
2Resolutions dated earlier than Fall 2004

Resolution of Democrat Abroad on the U.S. Campaign Against Terrorist Organizations
2
Resolution on Regime Change and War on Iraq
3
Resolution Calling for Representative Coble to Apologize
4
Democratic Party Committee Abroad Fall Meeting 2004 November 6-7, 2004, Amsterdam
5
Democratic Party Committee Abroad Spring Meeting 2005 March 19-20, Toronto
6
Bylaws Resolution to allow the use of supplemental votes
6
Bylaws resolution to develop regional activity and correspondingly increase the responsibilities and duties of the Regional Vice Chairs
6
The Handling of Other Resolutions, Spring 2005
7
Democratic Party Committee Abroad Fall Meeting 2005 October 21-22, Barcelona
7
Resolution calling for the resignation of Bush/Cheney
7
Resolution on withdrawal of troops from Iraq
8
Resolution renouncing the Doctrine of Preemptive War
8
A 1st Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
9
A 2nd Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
11
A 4th Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
12
A 3rd Resolution On Changing The Bylaws Of Democrats Abroad
14
Democratic Party Committee Abroad Spring Meeting 2006, Washington DC
14
Resolution for technical amendments to the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
14
Resolution honoring Linda Deak
15
Resolution honoring Coretta Scott King
16
Resolution honoring the 30th anniversary of overseas voting by US citizens
16
Resolution calling for the investigation of impeachable offenses committed by the Bush/Cheney administration
17
Resolution supporting the Uniting American Families Act
18
DPCA Spring Meeting 2007 March 16-18, Heidelberg, Germany Resolutions Adopted
18
Resolution concerning the restoration of habeas corpus
18
Resolution opposing troop buildup in Iraq
19
Resolution on preventing military attack on Iran
20
Resolution calling for a proactive policy on the part of the United States of America for the renewal of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process
20
Resolution on climate change
21
Resolution amending the bylaws of Democrats Abroad on the timing of annual meetings
22
DPCA Meeting April 11-13, 2008, Vancouver, Canada Resolutions adopted
22
Resolution Calling for America's Recommitment to the Principles and Values of the Geneva Conventions
22
Resolution on Humanitarian and Development Foreign Assistance
24
Resolution on using technology to make Democrats Abroad meetings more open and available to all members regardless of location and ability to attend meetings
25
Resolution regarding Medicare
26
Resolution on repeal of the Hague Invasion Act
27
DPCA Fall Meeting 2008 November 14-16, Istanbul, Turkey Resolutions adopted
27
Standing Resolution on Global Meetings of the Democratic Party Committee Abroad in Every Region
27
Resolution congratulating Democrats for their efforts at home and abroad to win elections across the country
28
Resolution concerning the aftermath of Bush-Cheney
29
Resolution concerning Congressional responsibility
30
DPCA Meeting Spring 2009 April 24-26, Washington, DC Resolutions adopted
31
Resolution Honoring Governor Howard Dean, M.D.
31
Resolution on Obama Bridges Project
31
Resolution Favoring the Awarding of the Purple Heart for Mental Disorders
32
Resolution on the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
32
Resolution to Support a Demonstration Project for Medicare Benefits for Eligible Americans Resident in Mexico
33
Resolution in Support of the Separation of Church and State
34
Resolution on Regulation of the Use of Marijuana
34
DPCA Meeting Spring 2011, Seoul, Republic of South Korea, Resolutions adopted
35
Resolution on the funding of Democrats Abroad
35
Resolution on The House Budget Allocations
35
Resolution on Japan
36

Resolutions dated earlier than Fall 2004
Resolution of Democrat Abroad on the U.S. Campaign Against Terrorist Organizations

Drafted and debated in Dublin, revised cooperatively in Hong Kong and Washington, D.C. by Michael Ceurvorst and Tom Fina, adopted by the DPCA December, 2001.

Whereas our country is now engaged in an unprecedented effort to defend itself and its allies from a formidable and ruthless enemy which attacked and deeply wounded us without warning or provocation;

Whereas Democrats Abroad represents Americans who are on the frontlines of US interests and exposed to terrorist threats in more than thirty countries around the globe;

Whereas we share the grief of families and friends of the victims of this conflict and pay special tribute to the firefighters, police officers and others who bravely died in the line of duty, and solidly support our and allied armed forces committed to bringing the perpetrators of this crime against our unarmed citizens to justice;

Whereas we believe that this catastrophe might well have been avoided had our country continued its constructive role in foreign affairs begun in the Second World War and thereafter;

Whereas the US campaign against terrorist organizations and harboring states necessarily affects untold numbers of lives at home and abroad and will tax our programs and resources for many years to come;

Whereas the United States of America now faces in consequence unwanted yet profound challenges to its self-understanding, economic well-being, moral compass, national vision and international stature; and

Whereas we are convinced that the defeat of our enemies in this conflict must rekindle U.S. commitment to use its great wealth, democratic traditions, its learning and science to build a more equitable and secure world for all, starting with a determination to pursue an immediate settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;

Therefore Be It Resolved That

 -  the perpetrators of the heinous acts of September 11, conclusively identified, be brought to justice as soon as may be possible;

 -  the United States simultaneously engage in defining the architecture of peace and reconstruction in Afghanistan after the Taliban, and directly engage to help end violence in the Middle East;

 -  the Executive and Congress programmatically rebuild U.S. diplomatic, humanitarian and economic agencies as well as intelligence, military and law enforcement structures to work with others for a new era of peace and prosperity, seizing opportunities and shouldering the responsibilities of our existing global involvements;

 -  the Executive secure the peace through international agreements in the trade and economic spheres; in arms control of biological, chemical and nuclear threats without weaponizing space; and in combatting money laundering, arms, drug and human trafficking;

 -  the Administration share unequivocally all pertinent information on terrorism and the conduct of the campaign with relevant Congressional committees and leaders as our republican form of government in fact requires;

 -  the Congress and the Executive thus resume their constitutionally separated roles in declaring and waging war, and in allocating resources, in responsible discourse and informed political debate about ends, ways and means, and

 -  our Executive and Congress promote a climate for cherishing our civil liberties and fostering the free exercise of speech, press and media, religion and privacy throughout our campaign to end the terroristic threat, for those liberties and rights embody the values and the substance of the democracy for which we fight.

Resolution on Regime Change and War on Iraq

adopted unanimously by the Democratic Party Committee Abroad in Geneva on November 17, 2002

WHEREAS the United States of America’s national interests are best served by:

 -  ensuring the exercise of freedoms, rights and the rule of law applied uniformly to all within our borders while urging the same within all nations;

 -  furthering commerce, the rule of law, and comity among nations;

 -  ensuring adherence to arms control agreements on weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery;

 -  enhancing alliances through cooperative exercise with mutual respect;

 -  safeguarding the vitality of the global seas, atmosphere and lands;

 -  working diligently to use U.S. and allied influence to create conditions for peace with justice and economic advancement in chronically troubled regions, including securing peace and reconstruction with the people of Afhanistan and the Middle East;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad, tens of thousands strong in countries around the globe engaged in finance, media, education, corporate, legal, entrepreneurial, religious and caritative work, hereby censure as harmful to U.S. interests the Bush Administration’s moves toward:

 -  disregard for due process and Constitutional safeguards under the rubric of a loose analog of “the war on terrorism”;

 -  extra-Constitutional recourse to “war,” which only Congress can declare;

 -  imprudent, immoral calls for assassinations of “enemies” anywhere;

 -  reckless and feckless pursuit of a doctrine of pre-emptive strikes;

 -  reckless endangerment of global economies dependent on satellite communications through useless but lucrative pursuit of national missile defense and weaponization of space;

 -  unworthy pressuring of countries who seek to counter genocide and crimes against humanity through the International Criminal Court.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the inept and largely counterproductive international leadership of the Bush Administration be redirected to:

 -  pursue peace vigorously and tirelessly in the Middle East with respect for the rights and security of all, including adherence to the provisions of the Arms Control Export Act;

 -  uphold the civil and human rights of all persons within U.S. jurisdiction, including to legal counsel, public announcement of charges, and, absent a declared war, habeas corpus;

 -  return the economy of the U.S. to a balanced budget by recognizing U.S. security requires more than weapons systems for every conceivable form of hostility;

 -  return open government to the American people, including on formation of energy and homeland security policies;

 -  resume global leadership in arms control within the United Nations as well as bilateral and regional frameworks to include UN inspections of Iraq;

 -  find ways to enhance economic development and share propserity that lessen rather than increase strains on regional and global eco-systems.

Democrats Abroad resolutely oppose the chaos-inducing claim to pre-emptive strikes and assassinations, which are likely to expose U.S. citizens at home and abroad to greater danger as well as encourage a fundamentally flawed “fortress America” mentality unworthy of the great United States of America, her values, and her history.

Resolution Calling for Representative Coble to Apologize

adopted unanimously by the Democratic Party Committee Abroad in Washington on February 23, 2003

WHEREAS: In these troubled times, the American public needs leaders who can preserve national security while representing our diverse nation and provide leadership in a vision that believes in and treasures American values such as inclusion, diversity, and civil rights.

WHEREAS: On a radio call-in show, February 5, 2003, Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC 6th) responded to a caller’s suggestion that Arab Americans be interned by stating that the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II was not wrong because “they were an endangered speciesâ€� and “it wasn’t safe for them to be on the street.â€� He also stated that he agreed with Franklin D. Roosevelt’s establishment of the internment camps because “some (Japanese Americans) probably were intent on doing harm to us, just as some of these Arab Americans are probably intent on doing harm to us.â€�
WHEREAS: In the 1940s, 120,000 Japanese Americans were placed in internment camps because they were seen as a threat to the country during World War II. Executive Order 9066 was justified as a “military necessityâ€� to protect against domestic espionage and sabotage. However, it was later documented that “our government had in its possession proof that not one Japanese American, citizen or not, had engaged in espionage, not one had committed any act of sabotage.â€�
WHEREAS: In 1998 under the Reagan administration, Congress passed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, also known as the Japanese American Redress Bill, in which the United States government formally apologized and acknowledged that “a grave injustice was doneâ€� and made reparations to the victims of the internment. According to the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, these types of policies “were motivated largely by racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a failure of political leadership.â€�
WHEREAS: As a representative of Democrats abroad, the Democratic Party Committee Abroad sees these types of remarks as harmful to the image of the United States and of Americans of all political affiliations.

WHEREAS: Furthermore, the Democratic Party Committee Abroad finds it completely inappropriate for a man whose task is to craft policies for national security to support the racist practices of the past.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Democratic Party Committee Abroad asks that Representative Coble apologize and resign from his position as chair of the House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security, for the comments that he made regarding the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.

Democratic Party Committee Abroad Fall Meeting 2004 November 6-7, 2004, Amsterdam

From the minutes, it appears that no resolutions passed. 

“Proposed Bylaw Amendment on Constituent Units” and “Proposal on Democratic Party Committee Abroad Meeting Fees” and “Proposed Bylaw on Creation of Caucuses and Other Groups” and “Proposed Bylaw Amendment to Create Standing Committees” and  “Proposed Bylaw Amendment to Allow Chairs and Vice-Chairs to Proxy Half Votes” were put forward as resolutions. Each was tabled, referred to committee, or defeated at the meeting.

Democratic Party Committee Abroad Spring Meeting 2005 March 19-20, Toronto

Bylaws Resolution to allow the use of supplemental votes
(proposed by Joe Smallhoover) approved as amended below

WHEREAS, for reasons related to federal election and campaign law the DPCA is not charging Country Committees dues and it is therefore necessary to amend the Bylaws in order to allow the use of Supplemental Votes,

RESOLVED, that in Section 3.6(b) of the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad the phrase "which has paid its dues to the DPCA for the current year" is deleted and replaced with the phrase "which is in compliance with Sections 5.4 and 5.5 hereof" and the phrase "for which dues have been paid for" is deleted and replaced by the phrase "provided to the International Chair pursuant to Section 5.5 hereof."
Bylaws resolution to develop regional activity and correspondingly increase the responsibilities and duties of the Regional Vice Chairs
(proposed by Joe Green and Gary Suwannarat) approved as amended below
The DPCA as the highest authority of Democrats Abroad

Recognizes that Section 4.1 of the Democrats Abroad Bylaws sets forth the members of the Executive Committee and presently reads as follows:

Section 4.1
Officers

The elected officers of the DPCA shall be the International Chair, International Vice-Chair, International Treasurer, International Secretary, and International Counsel and the Regional Vice-Chairs. The Executive Committee shall be comprised of the elected officers of the DPCA other than the Regional Vice-Chairs.

Hereby resolves that:

Whereas it is in the interest of Democrats Abroad to enlarge the membership of the Executive Committee; and Whereas it is in the interest of Democrats Abroad to develop regional activity and correspondingly increase the responsibilities and duties of the Regional Vice-Chairs; and Whereas it is in the interest of Democrats Abroad to work toward a more democratic and effective process for the succession of Officers;

Section 4.1 shall be amended by deleting the last phrase of the last sentence (i.e., “other than the Regional Vice-Chairs”) and henceforth shall read as follows:
“Section 4.1
Officers

The elected officers of the DPCA shall be the International Chair, International Vice-Chair, International Treasurer, International Secretary, and International General Counsel and the Regional Vice-Chairs. The Executive Committee shall be comprised of these elected officers of the DPCA.”

The Handling of Other Resolutions, Spring 2005

BYLAWS RESOLUTION TO CLARIFY THE NATURE OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD (proposed by Joe Smallhoover) was not circulated before the meeting and could not be voted upon. RESOLUTION ON MEETING THE EXPENSES OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD (proposed by Joe Smallhoover) was tabled. BYLAWS RESOLUTION ON THE CREATION OF CAUCUSES AND OTHER GROUPS (proposed by Terri MacMillan) was referred to the Bylaws Review Committee for presentation at the next DPCA meeting. (At the next meeting, the Bylaws Committee offered a majority recommendation to reject the resolutions and a minority opinion in favor of it. The resolution failed.)

BYLAWS RESOLUTION TO STRENGTHEN INTRA-REGIONAL CROSS-COMMITTEE NETWORKING AND ENHANCE COOPERATION AMONG DEMOCRATS IN THE GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS (proposed by John McCreery, Ruth McCreey and Gary Suwannarat) was killed by postponing indefinitely. BYLAWS RESOLUTION TO ALLOW CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS TO PROXY HALF-VOTES (proposed by Terri MacMillan) was referred to the Bylaws Committee.

Six other resolutions, listed below, were referred to the Executive Committee due to lack of time.

· Bylaws Resolution To Create The Post Of International Communications Chair

· Bylaws Resolution To Encourage Wider Participation In The Process Of Nominating Dpca Officers

· Bylaws Resolution To Change Section 3.6 (B) Of The DPCA Bylaws

· Resolution To Optimize And Democratize The Operation Of The DPCA

· Resolution To Provide Topics, Outlines, Learning materials, Resources And Themes For Democrats Abroad Country Committee Monthly Meetings

· Resolution Of Appreciation To Sharon Manitta

Democratic Party Committee Abroad Fall Meeting 2005 October 21-22, Barcelona

Resolution calling for the resignation of Bush/Cheney
(proposed by Joe Smallhoover)

WHEREAS George W. Bush has demonstrated his inability to serve as President on both the domestic and international fronts;

WHEREAS Richard Cheney has demonstrated his own incompetency by failing to assist the putative President in the execution of his functions;

WHEREAS the Nation desparately needs new leadership now;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad calls for the immediate resignation of both George W. Bush and Richard Cheney.

Resolution on withdrawal of troops from Iraq
WHEREAS, The Bush Administration misled the country into an immoral, illegal, unnecessary and unwise invasion and occupation of Iraq, using Iraq’s alleged possession of weapons of mass destruction as the primary motivation, and

WHEREAS, On January 12, 2005, President Bush officially declared an end to the search within Iraq for weapons of mass destruction, having found none at all, and WHEREAS, The United States’ invasion and subsequent occupation of Iraq has strained relations with our allies and continues to contribute to the growth of an Iraqi insurgency that is intent on the expulsion of outside forces, and to increased recruitment by anti-U.S. terrorist organizations, and

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad unequivocally supports and values the men and women in the U.S. armed forces who have been placed in harm’s way by the Iraq war, and

WHEREAS, Nearly 2000 U.S. soldiers have been killed and many thousands more wounded, and untold tens of thousands of innocent Iraqi men, women, and children have been killed, wounded, or made homeless in the continuing conflict in Iraq, and WHEREAS, The invasion and occupation of Iraq have depleted our armed forces, including Active, Reserve, and National Guard troops who are serving unexpectedly long, and often repeated, tours of duty in Iraq, and impaired our capacity to respond to crises at home and in other parts of the world; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad calls for a responsible, orderly, early and rapid withdrawal of all United States military personnel from Iraq; BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad, recognizing that the welfare of the Iraqi people and the stability of the region are of the utmost importance, therefore supports intensive diplomatic action with all states in the region, with other key nations and the Iraqi government coupled with announcement of the withdrawal, U.S. participation in multinational reconstruction efforts, and provision of all non-military aid necessary for the security and welfare of Iraq’s citizens; and therefore;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad strongly advocates the immediate commencement of planning by all Federal agencies for such a withdrawal, and furthermore urges that this resolution be adopted as policy by the Democratic National Committee and the Democratic leadership in both the House and Senate.

Resolution renouncing the Doctrine of Preemptive War
WHEREAS, Preemptive war has long been recognized as a violation of international law and its practitioners have been held accountable as aggressor nations and their leaders have been have been held responsible; and

WHEREAS, The United States launched a preemptive war against Iraq for unproven and unsubstantiated reasons; and WHEREAS, This military action has resulted in the unnecessary deaths of tens of thousands of Americans, Iraqis and others, has weakened the economies of both countries, has encouraged the escalation of terrorist attacks by radical groups internationally, and has increased security threats faced in the United States and abroad;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By Democrats Abroad, That the United States *renounce* the doctrine of preemptive war; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad calls for the termination of the occupation of Iraq with a promptly planned and implemented withdrawal of American troops; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the United States participate in multilateral reconstruction of Iraq in agreement with participating nations and organizations, and with the Iraqi government.

A friendly amendment was accepted to drop the last two operative clauses of the resolution. A friendly amendment was accepted to insert the word “Bush” before “doctrine of preemptive war”.

A 1st Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
WHEREAS, the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad require certain modifications in order to provide for greater transparency,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BYLAWS OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

1.The first sentence of the second paragraph of Article One is deleted in its entirety and replaced by the following:

· "For administrative purposes, Democrats Abroad is divided into Regions, comprised of the members of the DPCA from within each such Region."

The second sentence of the second paragraph is made into an new third paragraph and the word “also” inserted between “may” and “be”. The phrase “e.g. county committee ... Section 5.8)” is converted into a parenthetical phase. 

2. Section 2.1(b) of the Bylaws is amended by inserting the phrase “(and any subdivision thereof)” so that the Section reads:

· “(b) It shall supervise activities of the Regions in such matters as:”

Section 2.3 is amended by inserting “(a)” in front of the existing paragraph and inserting the following new sentence at the end of the paragraph:

· “All elections shall be public and all ballots open to inspection.”

Section 2.3 is further amended by adding a new paragraph at the end of the Section as follows:

· "(b) The Executive Committee shall adopt such rules for elections as it deems necessary from time to time. Such rules shall also apply to elections conducted by the Regions." 

3. Section 2.4 should be amended by reversing the order of subsections 2.4(b) and (c) and renumbering them accordingly and by inserting at the end of the new subsection 2.4(c) the following sentence:

· "The Executive Committee shall adopt such rules of procedure as it deems necessary to ensure that the removal hearing is conducted in a fair manner."

Section 2.4 should be further amended by adding in to subsection (c) (to be renumbered as subsection (b)) the expression “or has failed to attend three consecutive meetings of the DPCA”;

Section 2.4 (b) (as renumbered) is further amended by adding the expression “her or” before the expression “his change of principal residence”;

so that as amended Section 2.4 (b) and (c) would read:

"(b) A member who ceases to have his or her principal residence abroad or has failed to attend one of three consecutive meetings of the DPCA shall be deemed to have resigned from the DPCA effective upon her or his change of principal residence; (c) After notice and opportunity for hearing and upon grounds found by the DPCA to constitute good and sufficient cause, it may remove a member by a two-thirds vote. The Executive Committee shall adopt such rules of procedure as it deems necessary to ensure that the removal hearing is conducted in a fair manner.”

4. Section 3.6 is amended by deleting the last paragraph.

5. Section 3.7 is amended by replacing the word “person” with the phrase “member of the DPCA” and inserting after the parenthetical statement the phrase “either in person or by proxy”, so that the Section reads:

· “No member of the DPCA may vote in more than one capacity (e.g., DPCA officer, DPCA member, Country Committee Chairperson) either in person or by proxy in any vote taken under these Bylaws; proxy-holders may exercise their proxies without violating the foregoing sub-clause."

6. Section 3.9 is amended by inserting at the end of the last sentence of subsection (b) the following phrase:

· ", provided that if both Country Committee Chair and Vice Chair give proxies, each proxy shall be for half the votes of the Country Committee."

so that the subsection reads:

· "(b) Proxies by Country Committees shall be given only for the full vote of the Country Committee Chair, or failing which, Vice Chair, provided that if both Country Committee Chair and Vice Chair give proxies, each proxy shall be for half the votes of the Country Committee."

7. In order to end the proxy fandango, a new subsection shall be added at the end of Section 3.9 as follows:

· "(i) A member of the DPCA holding two positions may not issue a proxy with respect to more than one such position if such member is absent from a meeting and if such member attends a meeting may issue no proxies."

8. Section 4.3 is deleted in its entirely and replaced by the following:

· "Prior to the election meeting, the International Chair shall appoint, with the approval of the Executive Committee, five members of Democrats Abroad as an Elections Committee, three of whom shall not be members of the DPCA. It shall be the duty of the Elections Committee to call for nominations for officers and to determine which individuals whose names are submitted for nomination are qualified (as per Section of these Bylaws) to fill DPCA offices. Members of the Elections Committee shall not be candidates for office. The names of the qualified individuals placed in nomination with the Elections Committee shall be forwarded in writing to the International Chair and other members of the DPCA by the Elections Committee after their qualifications have been determined at least forty-five (45) days in advance of the scheduled election meeting of the DPCA. Nominations of qualified candidates for office may be made from the floor at the election meeting. The elections shall be conducted by the Elections Committee.”

9.Section 5.9 is amended by deleting the phrase “..., including removing the existing officers of such Country Committees or Committee in Formation and holding an election of new officers under the supervision of the DPCA” and replaced by “,... including supervising new elections, at the request of the Country Committee or Non-Voting Committee.” Section 5.9 is further amended by adding the following sentence to the end of the Section:

· "The Executive Committee shall adopt such rules of procedure for hearings in connection with the proposed suspension of a Country Committee as it deems necessary to ensure that the hearing be conducted in a fair manner." 

10. Section 4.11 dealing with the powers and duties of the Executive Committee shall be amended by inserting the expression “or one third of its members” after the expression “International Chair” in the second sentence thereof.

A 2nd Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
(proposed by Joe Smallhoover)

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad require certain modifications in order to provide for clearer and more coherent lines of authority, NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BYLAWS OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Section 2.1 shall be amended by adding a new clause to subsection (b) thereof as follows:

“6. the day to day operations of the Regions." 

2. Section 3.1 is amended to allow one third of the Executive Committee to call a meeting of the DPCA and removing references to budgeting in the call to the annual meeting by rewording the Section as follows:

"Meetings of the DPCA may be called by the International Chair, or by at least one-fourth of its members or one third of the Executive Committee. A meeting shall be called in the first quarter in each year to approve the accounts of the previous year and take any such other action as may be appropriate and, in the odd-numbered years, to elect officers. If for whatever reason the International Chair or International Vice Chair fails to call a meeting when required to do so, then the Secretary shall call such meeting within 30 days of the date required."

3. Section 3.5 is amended by inserting “(a)” in front of the existing paragraph and a new subsection is inserted at the end of the Section as follows:

"(b) Failure to attend three consecutive meetings of the DPCA shall result in automatic cessation of membership in the DPCA and, in the case of an officer, or DNC member, shall also result in automatic removal from such office."

4. In the first sentence of the first paragraph of Section 3.10, the expression “by the Executive Committee” is inserted after the word “convenient”

5. Section 4.11 is amended by adding the following new sentence at the end of the Section:

"The Executive Committee shall adopt a budget for Democrats Abroad prior to the first meeting of the DPCA each year. By a two-thirds majority, the Executive Committee may overrule any decision or action of any officer."

so that the Section reads as amended:

"The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the conduct of the affairs of Democrats Abroad in accordance with policies of the DNC and the DPCA. The Executive Committee shall establish its own rules and, when convened by the International Chair or one third of its members, may act in meeting, by telephone, video conference or by written note, including telex, telefax or other electronic means. The Executive Committee shall adopt a budget for Democrats Abroad prior to the first meeting of the DPCA each year. By a two-thirds majority, the Executive Committee may overrule any decision or action of any officer."

6. The last two sentences of Section 4.6 are amended by deleting the “.” at the end of the penultimate sentence, deleting the last sentence and replacing it with the following:

"(such appointments shall be promptly notified to the DPCA) and conduct the day to day business of Democrats Abroad."
7. Section 4.9 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

"The International Treasurer shall keep the financial records of the DPCA, establish a budget for approval of the Executive Committee, oversee its bank and other financial accounts, make an annual financial report to the DPCA and ensure that any necessary reports or filings with the DNC or the governmental authorities of the United States of America and the individual states, are timely made.”

8. Section 4.8 is amended by inserting between the words “the” and “records” the expression “maintaining all the administrative files and”, so that the Section reads:

"The International Secretary shall keep minutes of DPCA meetings, Executive Committee meetings and Regional meetings, circulate minutes and records of action to members, be responsible for maintaining all the administrative files and records and membership lists and databases of the DPCA and Democrats Abroad, and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the International Chair."

9. In Section 4.13 the word “shall” is replaced with the word “may”.

A 4th Resolution on changing the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
(proposed by Joe Smallhoover)

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad require certain housekeeping modifications and minor rhetorical changes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BYLAWS OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. In Section 3.4(b) the word “seven” is replaced by “fifteen” and in sub-clause (iv) of the same subsection the word “persons” is inserted before the word “holding”, so that the subsection would read:

"(b) fifteen persons from among the following: (i) other elected officers of the DPCA; (ii) members of the DNC representing Democrats Abroad; (iii) Chairs or Vice Chairs of Country Committees; (iv) persons holding a proxy from their Country Committee’s Chair or Vice Chair.”

2. In Section 4.2 the order of the penultimate and ultimate sentences shall be reversed and the word “full” is inserted between the word “consecutive” and “terms” in the new ultimate (previously penultimate) sentence. 

3. Section 4.5 is amended by adding the following new sentence at the end of the Section:

"For the purposes of the last sentence of the first paragraph of Section 4.1, a person elected to serve out the balance of a term for a period of less than 365 days shall not be deemed to have served a full term."

4. In the first sentence of the first paragraph of Section 7.2 the word “full” is inserted between the word “consecutive” and “terms. 

5. Section 7.3 is amended by adding the following new sentence at the end of the Section:

"A person elected to serve out the balance of a term for a period of less than 730 days shall not be deemed to have served a full term."

6.
In Section 4.4 the expression “(or first International Vice Chair)” is deleted and all references in the Bylaws to “Vice-Chair” or Vice-Chairperson” are replaced with “Vice Chair”.

7. All references in the Bylaws to “International General Counsel” are replaced by “International Counsel”. 

8. The existing paragraphs of Section 5.4 are numbered (a) through (c) and the title of the Section is restyled “Country Committee Filings”. Subsections (a) and (b) of Section 5.4 are replaced by the following new subsections:

"(a) By January 31st of each year, each Country Committee shall furnish to the International Chair a copy of the Country Committee’s Bylaws.

(b) Within fifteen days of an election held by a Country Committee, the Secretary of such Country Committee shall certify the results of the election to the International Secretary and forward the minutes of the election meeting, with full address and contact information of the officer holders so elected."

9. Section 5.5 is merged into Section 5.4 as a new subsection (d) and the remaining Sections of Article Five are accordingly renumbered and all references through-out the Bylaws amended to reflect such changes. The word “list” in this subsection (d) is replaced by the word “database”. A new sentence is added at the end of this subsection as follows:

"The database referred to in the previous sentence shall be in the format from time to time prescribed by the Executive Committee."

10. The expression “Committee in Formation” is replaced throughout the Bylaws by the expression “Non-Voting Committee” and the plural forms thereof are also so modified.

11. The last paragraph of the Section previously number 5.9 and renumbered to 5.8 is amended by replacing the expression “International Chair” with “Executive Committee” and the expression “he or she” is replaced by “it”.

12. Section 6.1 is deleted in its entirety and replaced by the following:

"Groupings of Country Committees shall be divided into the following geographical Regions: (i) Europe – Middle East – Africa, (ii) Asia – Pacific and (iii) the Americas. The composition of Regions may be altered by a standing resolution adopted at any meeting of the DPCA by a two-thirds majority of those present in person or by proxy. Each Region shall elect a Regional Vice Chair at a meeting of the Region held in the first quarter of each odd numbered year. The term of office of the Regional Vice Chairs shall be from the closing of the election at the Regional meeting until the close of the election at the Regional meeting in the next subsequent odd numbered year."

13. In Section 8.1 the expression “general vote” is replaced by the word “members” and the following expression is added to the end of the Section:

"and such other rules and procedures adopted by the Democratic National Committee."
A 3rd Resolution On Changing The Bylaws Of Democrats Abroad

(proposed by Joe Smallhoover)

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad require certain modifications in order to provide for the proper financing of the organization,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BYLAWS OF DEMOCRATS ABROAD BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: Article 9 of the Bylaws is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

"Article Nine
FINANCES 

Section 9.1 Contributions by Country Committees

Each Country Committee shall make its best efforts to assist the DPCA in meeting the expenses of Democrats Abroad, in accordance with general policies to be determined from time to time by the DPCA by means of standing resolutions. In setting such policies, the DPCA shall give consideration, inter alia, to those Country Committees which may have difficulties in making normal contributions because of local economic conditions or exchange restrictions. Each officer and DNC Member shall make her or his best efforts to assure that Democrats Abroad is adequately funded. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed as an obligation to contribute personally to the financial resources of Democrats Abroad.”

"Section 9.2 Effects of Failure to Contribute 

Any Country Committee which does not make all due efforts to meet its obligations under Section 9.1 for two consecutive years may be suspended by the Executive Committee under Section [5.9/5.8] hereof.”

Democratic Party Committee Abroad Spring Meeting 2006, Washington DC

Resolution for technical amendments to the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad
(proposed by Joe Smallhoover)
WHEREAS, the Democratic Party Committee Abroad amended the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad at the meeting of the former in Barcelona, Spain in October 2005;

WHEREAS, the October 2005 amendments to the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad resulted in the need to make several further minor technical amendments to the Bylaws for the sake of clarity;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad are amended as follows:

In Section 3.6 of the Bylaws: Change the reference to "Sections 2.4(b), 5.3, and 10.1" to "Sections 2.4(c), 4.2, 5.3, 6.1 and 10.1";

In Section 4.5 of the Bylaws: Change the reference to "Section 4.1" to "Section 4.2";

In Section 4.11 of the Bylaws the following sentence is inserted before the final sentence of the Section: “Except as provided in the following sentence, decisions taken by the Executive Committee shall be by simple majority vote of those present in person or proxy at any meeting of the Executive Committee or, if such vote is taken in electronic or written form, by simple majority of the entire Executive Committee.”
Resolution honoring Linda Deak
(proposed by Robert Checkoway, Joe Smallhoover and Patrick Treanor)

WHEREAS, Linda Deak dedicated her life to pursuing a better world through knowledge, engagement, activism and leadership;

WHEREAS, Linda poured her heart, mind and soul into unwavering support of the Democratic Party and its principles over the course of a lifetime;

WHEREAS, Linda translated her faith in the party and in her fellow democrats into action on a daily basis, Using her deft pen, unapologetic views and disarming charm to endear herself to friends, colleagues and newspaper editors the world over, And in 1999 leading fellow volunteers in the rejuvenation of the Democrats Abroad Netherlands Committee, nurturing it from a dormant mailing list into a thriving activist community, And serving as Committee Chair for the two terms allowed, then as vice-chair and advisor to subsequent committee chairs;

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad, and the Netherlands committee especially, is profoundly saddened by the passing of Linda Deak and will sorely feel the loss of her wisdom, her kindness and her joie de vivre, but feel inspired by her example and her belief in us, and her consistent encouragement of us to lead the next generation of activists;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad expresses its sincerest condolences to her husband Thomas, sons Andrew and David, and to all the members of her family who so generously shared her with us in life;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad honors the memory of Linda Deak for the courageous actions she took in pursuit of her lifelong convictions, and her encouragement of others to do the same by forming a committee (said committee’s chair to be appointed by the DPCA international chair per bylaws regulations) to research the establishment of a travel fund named in honor of Linda Deak, to support the attendance at DPCA meetings of those Democrats Abroad volunteers who would not otherwise be able to attend, but who may, with encouragement, one day become the kind of leaders in our Democratic party that Linda Deak exemplified. 
Resolution honoring Coretta Scott King
(proposed by Ruth McCreery and Joe Smallhooover)

Whereas Coretta Scott King, who died on January 30, 2006, in marrying Martin Luther King, Jr., entered into a partnership to work for civil rights in the United States;

Whereas she turned from her career as a professional musician to lend her voice to the civil rights movement;

Whereas she carried on with rare courage after her husband’s assassination, going to Memphis only four days later to continue the labor march he had been leading;

Whereas since then she has provided quiet, eloquent leadership to the civil rights movement, principally through the Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for Nonviolent Social Change;

Whereas in her commitment to fighting hatred, economic exploitation, poverty, and political disenfranchisement, she spoke out on behalf of racial and economic justice, women's and children's rights, gay and lesbian dignity, religious freedom, the needs of the poor and homeless, HIV/AIDS awareness, full employment, health care, educational opportunities, nuclear disarmament, and ecological sanity;

Whereas she sought to advance an agenda of human freedom through a new, nonviolent American revolution:

Therefore, let it be resolved that the Democratic Party Committee Abroad, mourning the death of Coretta Scott King, observes a minute of silence, followed by a renewed commitment to continuing the unfinished American revolution to achieve equal rights for all in which she played so vital a part.
Resolution honoring the 30th anniversary of overseas voting by US citizens
(proposed by Christine Schon Marques and Joe Smallhooover)

WHEREAS, the right to vote is fundamental to the democratic process; and

WHEREAS, the millions of American citizens residing abroad deserve the same opportunity to participate in the democratic process of their country as their compatriots residing in the United States; and

WHEREAS, this year marks the 30th anniversary of the first application of the Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Rights Act, which opened the way for Americans abroad to vote in federal elections, and the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOAVA), which remains the basic law in force governing overseas absentee voting; and

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad seeks to review progress made in the past 20 years and identify further steps to be taken to facilitate overseas voting; and

WHEREAS, overseas voters are confronted with a complex array of state and federal laws which often make it difficult to receive and cast their absentee ballots; and

WHEREAS, the federal elections of November 2000 revealed grave shortcomings in the entire federal election system and thus led to the adoption of the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002; and

WHEREAS, HAVA requires that each state create a single state-wide database of registered voters, which, when finally achieved, will greatly facilitate registration and voting by overseas citizens, as well as the collection of statistics on overseas absentee voting; and

WHEREAS, HAVA includes further provisions specifically responding to the needs of overseas voters, such as:

1. Extending the validity of overseas ballot requests from one federal election cycle (2 years) to two (4 years);

2. Requiring every state and election district to collect and report statistics on overseas absentee voting;

3. Requiring every state to establish a single state office to provide information on overseas absentee voting;

4. Establishing a standard oath to be used by any state requiring such an oath;

5. Requiring election officials to notify applicants if and when their overseas registration is rejected; 

6. Prohibiting the refusal of early armed services applications; and

WHEREAS, the principal remaining obstacle to fair voting access by overseas citizens is the multiplicity of state election laws; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

The primary long-term objective of overseas voting reform is the adoption of a standard set of nationwide election laws governing overseas voter registration and ballot application for federal elections.
Resolution calling for the investigation of impeachable offenses committed by the Bush/Cheney administration
(proposed by Joe Smallhooover)

WHEREAS, the Bush/Cheney Administration has proven that it cannot competently manage the affairs of State;

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad has previously called for the censure by Congress of George Bush and Dick Cheney;

WHEREAS, it is now apparent that not only is this Administration incompetent, but that it is also deeply corrupt;

WHEREAS, George Bush, Dick Cheney and others in this Administration have expressed their contempt for the rule of law and shown disdain for the rights secured to all men and women under the Constitution;

WHEREAS, there is now credible evidence of high crimes and misdemeanors at the highest levels of the Administration; WHEREAS, the keys to effective democracy are respect for the Constitution and the rule of law and the accountability of elected officials;

WHEREAS, the United States was founded upon the notion that the rule of law is higher than the ruler and that tyranny in any form is intolerable;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad calls for the immediate appointment of an independent special prosecutor with full power and authority to investigate criminal acts committed by members of this Administration and institute criminal proceedings were appropriate; and

That Democrats Abroad calls on Congress to begin open, full, thorough, bi-partisan Congressional investigations immediately to determine whether impeachable offenses have been committed by George Bush and Dick Cheney and, in the affirmative, to begin impeachment proceedings against George Bush and Dick Cheney immediately.
Resolution supporting the Uniting American Families Act

(proposed by Robert Checkoway) adopted by the Democratic Party Committee Abroad, Washington, D.C., March 4, 2006

WHEREAS, every American is entitled to equal protection under the law; 

WHEREAS, the U.S. immigration system is largely based upon the principle of family unification; 

WHEREAS, federal law does not currently recognize permanent same-sex partners for immigration purposes; 

WHEREAS, this results in thousands of US citizens being forced into exile to be with foreign-born partners, causing unnecessary hardship, separation from family members and careers, and loss of valuable skills and resources for our country; 

WHEREAS, the Uniting American Families Act (UAFA) has been introduced in Congress by Sen. Leahy (D-VT) and Rep. Nadler (D-NY) to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act and allow U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents to sponsor same-sex partners for immigration; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad urges Congress to pass the Uniting American Families Act at the earliest possible date and supports the removal of legal barriers to immigration by permanent same-sex partners.
DPCA Spring Meeting 2007 March 16-18, Heidelberg, Germany Resolutions Adopted

Resolution concerning the restoration of habeas corpus

Proposed by Connie Borde (DNC Member and Chair, DA France) and Joe Smallhoover (International Counsel). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS the Constitutional privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus has been impaired by the Military Commissions Act adopted by the 109th Congress and signed into law by President George W. Bush in 2006;

WHEREAS this Act abolishes a privilege fundamental to the rule of law;

WHEREAS the Writ of Habeas Corpus has been abridged in a fashion unprecedented since its establishment over 800 years ago;

WHEREAS the Writ of Habeas Corpus is fundamental to the fight against terrorism and tyranny, the respect of the individual, the rule of law and of human rights;

WHEREAS this fight must involve the preservation of fundamental rights of all humans and of the rule of law, which are the bases of democratic societies, the very values that terrorists and tyrants seek to destroy;

WHEREAS democracy being fragile, Benjamin Franklin’s declaration that “those who would give up Essential Liberty to purchase a little Temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety” is as applicable in the Twenty-first Century as it was in the Eighteenth Century;

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad proclaims its unwavering support for the fundamental rights and privileges guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States, including the Writ of Habeas Corpus, and for the preservation of such rights and privileges as an essential protection against terrorism and tyranny;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad urges all Democratic members of the 110th Congress to support bills before Congress which would undo the damage to the rule of law and to the fundamental rights and privileges of the US Constitution effected by the Military Commissions Act by restoring the Writ of Habeas Corpus.

Resolution opposing troop buildup in Iraq

Proposed by Connie Borde (DNC Member and Chair, DA France), Susan Haug (Vice Chair, DA Germany), Joe Smallhoover (International Counsel) and Mitch Wolfson (Chair, DA Germany). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS the US-led military intervention was preceded by deliberate misrepresentation on the part of the coalition governments of key facts concerning Iraq's military potential prior to the invasion;

WHEREAS the war in Iraq has failed even in its stated goals, increasing terrorism rather than bringing democracy and peace to Iraq and the region;

WHEREAS subsequent to the invasion many tens of thousands of Iraqis and more than 3000 coalition and military and civilian personnel have perished, and many tens of thousands more have been wounded;

WHEREAS civilian refugees are currently fleeing from Iraq in large numbers with all ensuing political and humanitarian repercussions;

WHEREAS in the aftermath of the coalition intervention in Iraq the level of support for international terrorism has increased, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has worsened, the entire Middle East has been destabilized and there has been a resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan;

WHEREAS the American electorate clearly demonstrated their disapproval of the Bush/Cheney Administration and the Republican Party in the 2006 elections, especially with respect to the Administration’s Iraq policy;

WHEREAS Democrats Abroad has previously called for the rapid return of American and coalition troops from Iraq;

WHEREAS the Bush/Cheney Administration continues to increase the number of troops in Iraq;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad strongly supports a political rather than a military solution to the civil war in Iraq involving a regional diplomatic effort including Iraq’s neighbors, as military force cannot be the answer to communal violence;

AND LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad calls on the U.S. Congress to oppose all attempts by the Bush/Cheney Administration to increase the number of US troops in Iraq and to refuse funding for any escalation of the war in Iraq.

Resolution on preventing military attack on Iran

Proposed by Caitlin Kraft-Buchman (Chair, DA Switzerland). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS we fear that the administration of George W. Bush is again guiding the nation to a preemptive war - this time with Iran - while still engaged in two unsuccessful wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and

WHEREAS despite the painful lessons from the Iraq war disaster - including more than 3000 U.S. soldiers dead and Iraq torn asunder by sectarian civil war – the Bush administration appears to be following the same course it chose in the run up to war in Iraq: insisting that war is "a last resort," yet putting in motion the engines of war; brushing aside doubts and warnings; then presenting war as unavoidable, and

WHEREAS the repercussions of a war with Iran - apart from more U.S. casualties, more civilian deaths, and more enormous military expenditures - would be horrific, stirring up even more fury in the region and throughout the Muslim world, further isolating the United States, infecting populations across the Middle East with an epidemic of anti-Americanism, drawing other countries in the region into war, and tipping control of Pakistan to extremist movements, thereby leaving a region in flames, even larger numbers of Muslims dying, and thus an Israel finding it harder to protect itself against an eventual attack by someone with an unconventional weapon,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad urge the Democratic Party and Congress to impress upon the President that the current crisis over Iran's enrichment of uranium and its alleged aid and assistance to the insurgency in Iraq should be solved through diplomacy and direct talks with the government of Iran, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad urge the Democratic Party and Congress to warn the President and his administration of the dire foreseeable and unforeseeable repercussions of an air strike on Iran and to take every conceivable step to prevent the Administration from initiating, supporting or encouraging a military attack on Iran.

Resolution calling for a proactive policy on the part of the United States of America for the renewal of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process

Proposed by Joanne Yaron (Chair, DA Israel) and Susan Vaillant (holding proxy for Connie Borde, DNC Member and Chair, DA France). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS the Israeli-Palestinian long-term violent conflict has become one of the central problems in the Middle East and this dangerous situation needs to be resolved for the sake of world peace and stability, and the peoples of the region;

WHEREAS we are encouraged by the numerous peace attempts and actions by the relevant parties and several of the leading Arab countries, and from such important achievements as the long standing 1979 Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty and 1994 Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty, both concluded with the active facilitation of the United States of America;

WHEREAS the United States has already been proactively involved in such official and unofficial agreements, working papers and conference protocols as the 1991 Madrid Principles, 1993 Israeli- Palestinian Declaration of Principles, the 1998 Wye River Memorandum, 2000 Camp David Summit, 2001 Clinton Parameters and the 2002 Road Map for Peace;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad supports a plank in the Democratic Party platform to implement and renew with all judicious speed a proactive policy to be actively facilitated by the United States of America in close concert with other interested nations, the United Nations, the European Union as well as official representatives of Israelis and Palestinians who have been instrumental in working for peace in the region;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party platform should promote the establishment of a Permanent Ambassador assisted by a team of researchers and negotiators as a resource, stationed in the Middle East, preferably in both Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and active in the development of an Israeli-Palestinian peace process;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States of America will develop in cooperation with other nations, a package of economic, social and political incentives as an integral part of its proactive policy, for the benefit of the Palestinian Authority and the State of Israel, with incentives to begin at a time certain to continue or be suspended based on benchmarks for progress;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that agreement by the Palestinian Authority and the State of Israel to cease and desist all acts and rhetoric of violence and the development or expansion of settlements, and to publicly and mutually respect each other’s rights to exist and recognize relevant prior agreements, will contribute to the execution of a treaty that respects international law, attested by neighboring states, thereby bringing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to its long overdue peaceful conclusion.

Resolution on climate change

Proposed by Connie Borde (DNC Member and Chair, DA France) and Donna DuCarme (Chair, DA Netherlands). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS the President of the United States of America, George W. Bush has publicly acknowledged the growing threat of climate change and both Houses of Congress are considering multiple proposals for regulating GHG emissions within the United States of America;

WHEREAS business leaders in the United States of America, such as the members of the United States Climate Action Partnership, are increasingly calling for legislators to establish a regulatory and market-based framework for reducing greehouse-gas emissions;

WHEREAS the alternative energy technologies needed to tackle climate change will create a substantial number of highly-skilled jobs, and, by taking a leadership role in this area, many of these jobs could be generated in the United States of America;

WHEREAS the international community has already established market-based mechanisms for reducing GHG emissions;

WHEREAS United States businesses and agencies can curb compliance costs by gaining access to the international emissions trading market;

WHEREAS participation and leadership of the United States of America in multilateral efforts to reduce GHG emissions will motivate increased action by other countries;

WHEREAS without the participation of the United States of America, the efforts of the international community to fight climate change will ultimately have little or no effect;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad call for a clear and swift decision by the Democratic National Committee (DNC) to develop a United States Climate Change Policy by the end of 2008 that includes United States of America participation in multilateral efforts to slow, stop and reverse the increase of global GHG emissions;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such a policy will provide that the United States of America take a position of leadership and play an active role in designing and participating in the post-2012 (post-Kyoto Protocol) regime;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as the largest emitter of GHGs, the United States of America has a moral obligation to the people most affected by our actions, and therefore the DNC will include in its policy measures that protect and assist vulnerable populations around the world, as well as position the United States of America as an advocate for market-based mechanisms that foster sustainable and clean development opportunities in developing countries.

Resolution amending the bylaws of Democrats Abroad on the timing of annual meetings

Proposed by Joe Smallhoover (International Counsel). Adopted March 17, 2007, Heidelberg, Germany.

WHEREAS it is desireable to amend the Bylaws of Democrats Abroad in order to give it greater flexibility as to the timing of annual meetings,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that in Section 3.1 of the Bylaws the phrase "in the first quarter" is amended to read "in the first half".

DPCA Meeting April 11-13, 2008, Vancouver, Canada Resolutions adopted

Resolution Calling for America's Recommitment to the Principles and Values of the Geneva Conventions

proposed by Carolyn Sauvage-Mar (Chair, DA India)

WHEREAS America has championed the development and worldwide spread of international humanitarian law for almost 150 years;

WHEREAS international humanitarian law, as exemplified by the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, protects both combatants and non-combatants during armed conflict;

WHEREAS our previous commanders-in-chief have led the men and women of the United States Armed Forces with the honor and dignity they deserve by upholding both the spirit and the letter of the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law more generally;

WHEREAS our current commander-in-chief, President George W. Bush, has disgracefully turned his back on nearly 150 years of American leadership in international humanitarian law and ordered our military and intelligence services to treat the Geneva Conventions as a technicality to be evaded rather than an expression of our deepest convictions of justice and fair play both on and off the battlefield;

WHEREAS the integrity of our nation and the professionalism of our military have been severely and perhaps irretrievably damaged by President Bush's policy of contempt towards the Geneva Conventions;

WHEREAS the President has needlessly and recklessly provoked unnecessary risk to the safety of our own soldiers and sailors held captive by the enemy by undercutting any argument we can make that those imprisoned should be accorded the protections guaranteed by the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law as a matter of reciprocity;

WHEREAS many current and retired military leaders have called upon the President to respect the tradition of non-partisan American global leadership, and recommit the United States to the letter and spirit of the Geneva Conventions, especially as our troops are deployed in conflict zones in Afghanistan and Iraq;

WHEREAS it is not a sign of weakness but of great moral strength to treat our enemies better than we expect to be treated by them;

WHEREAS a shameful symbol of America’s disregard for the Geneva Conventions is the detention center at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba;

WHEREAS Democrats Abroad has publicly endorsed positions condemning torture and calling for the reinstatement of the Writ of Habeus Corpus;

WHEREAS Senator Dianne Feinstein has introduced S1249 and Representative Jane Harman has introduced HR2212, companion bills mandating the closure of the Guantánamo detention center.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad call on our Congressional leaders and the President to reverse past decisions and current policies to parse the Geneva Conventions for every conceivable loophole in order to excuse or encourage noncompliance with both the letter and spirit of the Conventions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad call on our Congressional leaders and the President to reverse past decisions that prisoners captured in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere in the world and accused of committing or plotting terrorist or military attacks against America and its allies are not entitled to the protections of the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law more generally.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad call on our Congressional leaders and the President to publicly reaffirm America's commitment to the letter and the spirit of the Geneva Conventions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an important first step towards that goal would be for Congressional leaders to follow through on President Bush's expressed desire to close the detention facility at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba by passing HR2212/S1249.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the effort to attain compliance with the Geneva Conventions expand to include, among other things,

•
ceasing the practice of “extraordinary renditions” and of holding detainees in incommunicado detention at so-called “black sites”; and

•
permitting the International Red Cross to conduct visits of all detainees, to symbolize the continuing American resolve to uphold our tradition of leadership in the field of international humanitarian law.

Resolution on Humanitarian and Development Foreign Assistance

proposed by Carolyn Sauvage-Mar (Chair, DA India)

WHEREAS the people of the United States are a generous and caring people who support international humanitarian and development assistance for the most vulnerable people of the world;

WHEREAS such programs have enhanced American power and influence around the world;

WHEREAS in 1970 the United States signed a United Nations Resolution in setting a target of 0.7 percent of GNP contribution to official development assistance that has not yet been met;

WHEREAS in 2000 the United States committed to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty embodied by the Millennium Development Goals;

WHEREAS in 2002 President George W. Bush refused to join European nations in agreeing to meet the 0.7 percent target by 2015;

WHEREAS as of 2003 at Stockholm, Sweden, the United States helped sponsor the development of and agreed to the identified “23 Principles and Good Practices of Humanitarian Donorship,” which principles and good practices underscore the vital requisites that humanitarian aid be needs-based and provided in a neutral, impartial and independent manner and eschew political or religious biased, non-neutral humanitarian donations;

WHEREAS the United States contributes the least aid (0.22 percent in 2005) in terms of GNP percentage of all the industrialized nations in the world;

WHEREAS President George W. Bush has politicized foreign assistance programs to conform to a political agenda and religious preferences that have eroded our international standing, particularly in developing and emerging countries, where the vast majority of the world’s people live;

WHEREAS the policies and practices of President George W. Bush and his administration in directing foreign aid based on political and religious agendas directly conflict with the 23 Principles and Good Practices of Humanitarian Donorship as agreed in 2003 in Stockholm, Sweden;

WHEREAS President George W. Bush has dramatically shifted the focus of US foreign assistance programs to be aligned with short term strategic interests of his administration;

WHEREAS the world’s most vulnerable people -- 2.7 billion people who struggle to survive on less than two dollars a day -- suffer from desperate poverty and withering needs for basic necessities, and are left without our help, which help could be provided in an appropriate, neutral, impartial manner;

WHEREAS America’s own security and safety depends on a world where poverty is eradicated and the innate dignity of individuals everywhere are protected, no matter how poor or voiceless;

WHEREAS America’s own security and safety is served by being perceived as assisting the world’s vulnerable according to their needs and as a principled agent of change to alleviate needless suffering and mortality, rather than being perceived as nation which provides aid to only those from whom we seek to curry favor or strategic, political or religious advantage or support; and

WHEREAS in September the House of Representatives passed HR 1302 Global Poverty Act of 2007 which requires the President to establish a unified, comprehensive foreign aid policy to promote the reduction of global poverty, the elimination of extreme global poverty, and the achievement of the United Nations Millennium Development Goal of reducing by one-half the proportion of people worldwide, between 1990 and 2015, who live on less than $1 per day;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad calls upon the President and the Congress to enact policies that provide aid to the world’s most vulnerable based on their needs, and which drive the nation’s humanitarian efforts in a manner which is neutral, impartial and will serve to end bias in the provision of humanitarian and development aid;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad calls upon the President and the Congress to reaffirm the commitment of the United States and its foreign policies to the 23 Principles Good Practices of Humanitarian Donorship as developed in 2003; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad calls upon the President and the Congress to join the international community’s support for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by committing to achieve the 0.7 percent target by 2015.

Resolution on using technology to make Democrats Abroad meetings more open and available to all members regardless of location and ability to attend meetings

proposed by Lauren Shannon (Chair, DA Japan)

WHEREAS the DNC Charter Article 9 section 12 states that All meetings of the Democratic National Committee, Executive Committee, And all other official Party Committees, commissions, and bodies shall be open to the public.

WHEREAS members of Democrats abroad face challenges for meeting attendance due to our membership being spread over the entire planet.

AND WHEREAS new technologies exist to share information via voice over internet providers (VOIP), online video streaming, web casting, pod casting and other new techniques and free software options.

WHEREAS this resolution has already been adopted in the DPCA's country committee in Japan and discussed at the Asia Regional Meeting in 2006;

BE IT RESOLVED that the DPCA will make every effort to research and implement the use of these new technologies to make virtual participation at our regional meetings, Global meetings, and major events available to our membership online.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the spirit of the DNC charter and in reference to the above we country committees will also do our best to implement these efforts at the local committee and chapter levels.

Resolution regarding Medicare

proposed by Howard Feldstein (Chair, DA Mexico)

WHEREAS, millions of Americans who live abroad and who have paid into the Medicare system are unable to utilize the benefits of the system unless they travel to the US to receive medical care.

WHEREAS, Americans abroad, particularly elderly Americans, consistently identify health care and the related problem of health insurance as their major concern, and

WHEREAS, because medical care in almost all other countries is known to cost less than in the United States, medical benefits delivered abroad to eligible Americans would entail a lighter financial burden on the Medicare system than the same benefits awarded in the United States, and

WHEREAS, the so-called administrative difficulties of extending Medicare abroad, such as determining reimbursement rates for foreign medical services and ensuring compliance with Medicare standards by foreign medical personnel and facilities, have long been overcome by major American insurance companies, who have been able to provide worldwide health care coverage for Americans traveling and living in other countries, thus indicating that the administration of multi- country health care benefits would not be an insurmountable problem for the U.S. government, and

WHEREAS, the Medicare system itself is known to disregard these "administrative difficulties" in certain cases, such as the Medicare regulations that permit payment of services in a Canadian hospital if the beneficiary has been traveling between Alaska and the other 48 continental states, and in a qualified Canadian or Mexican hospital if such a facility is closer or substantially more accessible to his residence in the United States than the nearest U.S. hospital that can provide the needed care, regardless of whether or not an emergency exists, thus proving that Medicare currently has the ability to evaluate and accept a Canadian or Mexican medical facility as meeting Medicare standards for residents of the United States, and further indicating that Medicare currently has the ability to determine reimbursement rates and ensure compliance with Medicare standards in Canada, Mexico, and, by extension, any other foreign country in which Americans happen to reside, and

WHEREAS, the CHAMPUS (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services) program, operated by the Department of Defense, already successfully provides civilian health and medical services and benefits not only to the spouses and eligible children of members of the uniformed services who are serving, or who have died, on active duty, but also to retired members of the uniformed services, including those who reside abroad, offering medical care benefits that are in many cases even more comprehensive than those of Medicare and making use of qualified foreign civilian medical personnel facilities that competently determine reimbursement rates and ensure compliance with U.S. standards, demonstrates that the Department of Health and Human

Services, which operates Medicare, could do the same to deliver Medicare abroad, possibly even by simply using the civilian infrastructure abroad that is already in place for the CHAMPUS program, thus reducing costs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad urge the 2008 Platform Committee of the Democratic National Convention to include planks that advocate that Medicare legislation be amended to extend Medicare services and benefits abroad and give all Americans, regardless of their residence, the benefits for which they have paid and to take into account special health care needs of American citizens residing abroad in any health care reform legislation proposed by the next Administration or adopted by Congress.

Resolution on repeal of the Hague Invasion Act

proposed by Bob Bragar (Chair) and Claire Taylor (Vice Chair, DA Netherlands)

WHEREAS government-sponsored crimes ranging from the Holocaust during World War II to the genocides in Rwanda in 1994 and Darfur in 2007 require judgment and punishment by the international community,

WHEREAS the Netherlands is the oldest and one of the closest allies of the United States,

WHEREAS the International Criminal Court (“ICC”), located in The Hague, the Netherlands, is a major force for international human rights, being the first court in history specially formed to try cases of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes,

WHEREAS 146 nations have joined the court or signed the treaty pertaining to the court,

WHEREAS In 2002, the US Congress passed the “American Service Members Protection Act”, commonly known as The Hague Invasion Act,

WHEREAS the Hague Invasion Act authorizes the use of military force to liberate any American held by the court, in effect being an unprecedented pre-authorized declaration of war by the United States in case an American citizen is taken under the ICC’s jurisdiction,

WHEREAS the Hague Invasion Act authorizes the United States to penalize any nation that is a member of the International Criminal Court,

WHEREAS the Hague Invasion Act has raised significant tensions among America’s allies, not least of which in the Netherlands.

RESOLVED: Democrats Abroad calls for the repeal of The Hague Invasion Act, except for those portions of the Act that require the United States to ensure, through diplomatic and judicial means, that a charged service member receives due process and the best possible legal defense.

DPCA Fall Meeting 2008 November 14-16, Istanbul, Turkey Resolutions adopted

Standing Resolution on Global Meetings of the Democratic Party Committee Abroad in Every Region

proposed by Christine Schon Marques (International Chair)

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad has grown dramatically this year, with 11 new country committees reflecting the engagement and commitment of Americans in every part of the globe;

WHEREAS, Country Committees must attend one in three global meetings to maintain their full voting status;

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad must hold at least one global meeting per calendar year, which can be supplemented by additional regional meetings or a second global meeting;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we commit to holding at least one global meeting in every region as well as at least one in Washington, D.C. during the course of every four- year election cycle, thereby ensuring that all regions and members benefit from hosting a worldwide meeting;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DPCA members from every region share in the commitment to attend all global meetings.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution rescinds all previous standing resolutions regarding such meetings.

Resolution congratulating Democrats for their efforts at home and abroad to win elections across the country

proposed by Christine Schon Marques (International Chair)

WHEREAS, Americans around the world have mobilized to bring real change to our country's leadership, recognizing that our global reputation has been damaged by the Republican Administration's misguided foreign and economic policies;

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad facilitated the participation of Americans living from Antarctica to Zambia in more than 160 countries and territories by holding the first Global Primary with voting in-person, online, by mail and fax, and by ensuring that voters overseas in more than 200 countries and territories have easy access to absentee ballot registration and requests through www.VoteFromAbroad.org;

WHEREAS, Democrats Abroad overwhelmingly supported Barack Obama in our state party primary, generating the eleventh straight win for our presidential candidate;

WHEREAS, Barack Obama reaffirmed his commitment to all Americans – at home and abroad – with policies ensuring that we can meet the challenges of the 21st century successfully, through effective leadership and by restoring our Democratic values, by reducing the tax burden for the middle class, creating green jobs, acting on an economic plan stabilizing our fragile markets, setting a timetable for ending the war in Iraq and bringing our combat troops home, recognizing the rule of law, and engaging with the world;

WHEREAS, our Democratic candidates have also reaffirmed the values that we hold dear, calling for an America that reengages with the world, reestablishes its leadership role in today's global financial, political and energy environment, and provides the basis for opportunity for all Americans, by investing in education and health care;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad thanks the Americans around the world who have helped win elections across the country, for their invaluable contributions in building a stronger Party, getting out the vote, and for their dedicated efforts during the course of this critical election year;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad congratulates our state party colleagues who have helped win races across the country, Governor Howard Dean for his vision in implementing the 50-state strategy and for his ongoing support of all 56 state parties, and the Democratic National Committee's for its investment in our own state party and funding for field staff and advertising around the world;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad congratulates the Obama Campaign for its understanding that Americans around the world are actively engaged in efforts to support our Democratic candidates, and for its engagement with voters overseas;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad congratulates President- Elect Obama and Vice President-Elect Biden and all our Congressional Democrats whose overwhelming success delivers a long overdue mandate for change.”

Resolution concerning the aftermath of Bush-Cheney

proposed by Joe Smallhoover (International Counsel and Chair, DA France)

WHEREAS, the past eight years have seen a dramatic increase in divisiveness at home and abroad fostered by the desire of the Bush-Cheney Administration and their supporters in Congress, to win political power at all costs at the expense of the American people and the Constitution;

WHEREAS, the state of the nation is at a nadir, with two disastrous wars and an economic downturn with few parallels in recent times which put the nation and the world at risk;

WHEREAS, the Bush-Cheney Administration has wantonly ignored the serious problems facing the world, notably in connection with the environment and global warming;

WHEREAS, the assault on civil liberties threatens the very fiber of democracy in the United States and around the world;

WHEREAS, the results of the federal elections on November 4 make it clear that the majority of Americans believe that it is time for a drastic and dramatic change;

WHEREAS, such change can only be achieved by working together for the common weal;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad calls on all members of the Congress – Democrats, Republicans and Independents – to work with the next president of the United States to put an end to such divisiveness and to work in unity toward the common weal, respecting their oaths to uphold the Constitution of the United States;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad welcomes a return by the next Administration to a respect for the rights, powers and prerogatives of Congress and of the federal Courts and to put an end to the theory and practice of the unitary (imperial) presidency foisted on the American nation by the Bush-Cheney Administration in violation of the Constitution of the United States;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad calls on all Americans, whether residing abroad or at home, to work together to overcome the perilous situation created by the Bush-Cheney Administration, regardless of whether they supported President- Elect Obama or Senator McCain in the recent federal elections.

Resolution concerning Congressional responsibility

drafted by Susan Vaillant (Chair, Democrats Abroad France-Eastern France Chapter) and Samantha Timmerman (Chair, Democrats Abroad France-Riviera Chapter) 

WHEREAS the United States Constitution is the Supreme Law of the Land (Article VI),

WHEREAS the Constitution established a system of checks and balances and separation of powers designed to protect the United States from tyranny;

WHEREAS the Constitution invests the U.S. Congress with such legislative powers (Article I section 8) including the power to reconsider any bill rejected by the President and to make it law by a two-thirds majority;

WHEREAS in the past 8 years the U.S. Congress has allowed vetoes to stand without reconsideration;

WHEREAS the Constitution invests Congress with the power to lay and collect debts, and provide for the general Welfare of the United States;

WHEREAS the Congress has passed laws protecting practices that abuse the general Welfare by the banking and lending community;

WHEREAS the Constitution invests Congress with the power to raise and support armies, with appropriation of money limited to two years;

WHEREAS in the past 8 years government spending for the military has not respected this time limit, nor has it included in the budgets monies appropriated and spent on support armies, within its jurisdiction (Article I, Section 8, para. 12 and 16);

WHEREAS the Constitution invests Congress with the sole power to declare war;

WHEREAS since 2003 the United States has waged an invasive war without any such Congressional declaration;

WHEREAS the Constitution more generally invests Congress with the power to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution their powers vested in the Constitution in the government of the United States and any Department or Officer thereof (Article I, Section 8, para. 18);

WHEREAS members of Congress take an oath of office to defend the Constitution (Article VI);

WHEREAS numerous members have nevertheless violated this oath, by aiding in the transfer of such powers to the executive branch,

WHEREAS this abnegation has contributed to the erosion of the Constitutional system of checks and balances and the separation of powers;

MAY IT BE RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad call on all members of the 111th Congress to respect their sworn duty to exercise these powers invested in them by the Constitution, to refuse complicity in the suppression of Constitutionally guaranteed rights and liberties, to restore by their votes and their actions the system of checks and balances, to restore Congress’ sole power to declare war, and by so doing to place the power of law back in the hands of the People (Amendment 10 of the Bill of Rights) who have elected the Congress as their voice.

DPCA Meeting Spring 2009 April 24-26, Washington, DC Resolutions adopted

Resolution Honoring Governor Howard Dean, M.D.

WHEREAS, Governor Howard Dean, M.D. showed great foresight in pursuing a strategy of growing the Democratic Party in traditionally "red" states; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean rewarded the hard work of grassroots activists; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean aggressively pursued a 50-state strategy and emphasized a more people-focused approach; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean also actively supported the work of Democrats Abroad and traveled to visit many of our Country Committees; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean’s approach motivated people to participate more actively in the democratic process at all levels of the Democratic Party, revitalizing the party from the ground up; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean reminded us of the importance of not only the federal elections, but those of the state, county and local elections as well; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean led the Democratic Party to a convincing victory from the local to the federal level in 2006; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Dean’s model was successfully executed by the Obama campaign and led to country-wide Democratic Party victories in 2008;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of Democrats Abroad recognize and honor Governor Howard Dean, M.D. for his courage and foresight; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members of Democrats Abroad strongly recommend that the Democratic Party honor Governor Howard Dean, M.D. for the success of our Party in 2008 by pledging to continue and build upon his wisdom and vision, which have led to a revitalization of the Democratic Party.

Resolution on Obama Bridges Project

WHEREAS the Obama Bridges Project started in southwest France and then spread around the world to include photo shoots at over 80 bridges in more than 40 nations, including at the longest and the highest bridges in the world;

WHEREAS the project was begun to encourage, illustrate and celebrate Barack Obama as a president who would bridge gaps and unite communities within the U.S. and around the world, including among Democrats Abroad committees;

WHEREAS thousands of Democrats Abroad members participated in the project, taking group photos or videos on, under or near bridges from Denmark to Australia, South Africa to Canada to Indonesia, Hungary to Brazil. Late in the campaign, the Obama Bridge Project was continued by groups in the U.S., with photo shoots and marches in Hawaii, Ohio, California, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Florida;

WHEREAS the three global and many local Obama Bridges Project videos posted on YouTube were viewed by tens of thousands;

WHEREAS the events themselves as well as the films garnered massive free positive media for our candidate as well as for Democrats Abroad and Vote from Abroad.org;

WHEREAS the Obama Bridges Project was the brainchild of Democrats Abroad Southwest France Chapter Chair, Meredith Wheeler;

WHEREAS, while many took on global pieces of the project and even more organized locally, Meredith Wheeler continuously guided the effort as it expanded geometrically – providing photography tips, press releases, internet networking and open communication among participants;

LET IT BE RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad expresses its gratitude to the makers of the four global Obama Bridges Project films: Meredith Wheeler, Samantha Timmerman of DA France Riviera Chapter, Terri MacMillan of DA Japan, and Steven Martin of DA Germany in Berlin;

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad congratulates and thanks Meredith Wheeler for her sustained creative grassroots efforts and global success with the Obama Bridges Project.

Resolution Favoring the Awarding of the Purple Heart for Mental Disorders

WHEREAS, According to a recent Rand Corporation study, 300,000 service members suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and many thousands of service members and veterans suffer from other mental health injuries incurred as a direct result of their military service.

These mental injuries can cause lifelong suffering, destroy careers, and affect families as well as the afflicted service men and women.

Numerous US service members have been subjected to multiple tours of duty in Iraq and/or Afghanistan, involving traumatic situations.

Suicides among service men and women in 2008 were reported to be at a record high.

The US should honor the bravery, valor, service and sacrifice of all military personnel who fight for our country.

The US government has so far failed to give service-related mental injuries such as PTSD the same recognition (i.e. the honor and benefits of the Purple Heart) as physical war wounds.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Democrats Abroad recommends that the Purple Heart, along with relevant additional care and benefits, be awarded to all injured military personnel and veterans suffering from properly verified mental injury incurred during military service (notably PTSD) so that mental and physical war injuries have appropriate recognition, honor and compensation.

Resolution on the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 

WHEREAS the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) is an international bill of rights for women that prescribes the necessary steps to end all forms of discrimination – political, economic, social, cultural or civic – against women;

WHEREAS CEDAW was drafted in 1979 with the active support of the United States and signed by President Carter in 1980;

WHEREAS CEDAW was reported out of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 2002 but was not examined by the Bush administration;

WHEREAS CEDAW has become the law in 185 countries including all of the Western democracies except the United States, leaving Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Qatar, Nauru, Palau, Tonga and the United States as the only countries in the world not having ratified this fundamental human rights treaty;

WHEREAS there are 71 million women in the workforce of the United States and although equal pay for equal work has been the law of our country since 1963, full-time year-round women workers still earn on the average only 78 per cent of what men earn for equal work;

WHEREAS the Democratic Party supports parity, fairness and equal opportunity for all and believes in a society in which women’s equal rights are guaranteed:

WHEREAS American women living abroad in the 185 countries having ratified CEDAW enjoy the protection afforded by CEDAW;

WHEREAS the United States has to regain its place as an international human rights leader;

BE IT RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad urges the US Senate to ratify CEDAW without delay.

Resolution to Support a Demonstration Project for Medicare Benefits for Eligible Americans Resident in Mexico

WHEREAS, American citizens over the age of 65 have paid into the Medicare program throughout their working lives, and they continue to pay for Medicare services through deductions from monthly Social Security checks.

Under current law seniors living outside of the United States and its territories have no access to Medicare benefits unless they travel back to the United States for medical care.

Based on reasonable estimates, Mexico is home to the largest population of retired U.S. citizens at or near eligibility for Medicare benefits of any non-U.S. country where U.S. citizens reside, who often urgently need medical care close to where they live.

A small but growing number of Mexican healthcare providers is seeking or has obtained accreditation from the Joint Commission International (JCI), which sets equal or higher standards for medical care providers than those required by Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).

Title XI of the Social Security Act permits CMS and the Secretary of Health & Human Services (HHS) to authorize cooperative and demonstration projects with state and other actors, in the interest of simplifying procedures or reducing program costs.

Mexico would be the most logical country to develop and implement a demonstration project to verify the feasibility and cost savings of providing Medicare-eligible U.S. citizens living abroad with the benefits to which they are entitled and have paid for,

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED to urge Congress, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), and key individuals and agencies within the Obama Administration to support the immediate development and implementation of a demonstration project that extends Medicare services to Medicare-eligible U.S. citizens living in Mexico.

Resolution in Support of the Separation of Church and State

WHEREAS, the First Amendment of the Constitution bans the establishment of a State religion;

WHEREAS, the administration of President George W Bush funded faith-based initiatives, contrary to the First Amendment;

WHEREAS, President Obama has, in contrast, issued an Executive Order 13199 that states that only faith-based organizations which do not proselytize, do not discriminate on the basis of religion and do adhere to US law and the US Constitution will receive federal funding.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Democrats Abroad applauds President Obama’s Executive Order on faith-based institutions upholding the values established in the First Amendment.

Resolution on Regulation of the Use of Marijuana

WHEREAS, The Obama Administration has wisely stopped Federal prosecution of marijuana sold for medical purposes in a manner compliant with state regulation, thus alleviating the suffering of cancer patients and others who would benefit from medical marijuana.

Only thirteen states regulate the sale of marijuana for medical purposes.

Criminalization of non-medical uses of marijuana continues to contribute needlessly to organized crime at home and abroad, illicit drug trade, overburdening of the criminal justice system, and diverts valuable criminal justice resources away from more serious crimes.

The Latin American Commission on Drugs and Democracy heavily criticized U.S. drug policy and called on the U.S. to decriminalize marijuana in a report coinciding with increased drug-trade violence in Mexico;

The dominant argument against liberalized marijuana regulation, the gateway theory, has been consistently disproven, most recently by a RAND Corporation study commissioned by the British Parliament;

According to a World Health Organization survey conducted in 2008, the United States of America has the highest rates of marijuana use in the world.

In the Netherlands, where adult possession and purchase of small amounts of marijuana are allowed under a regulated system, the rate of marijuana use by both teenagers and adults is lower than in the U.S.

55% of Americans believe possession of small amounts of marijuana should not be a criminal offense, according to a 2005 Gallup poll.

In the U.S., almost 90% of more than 9.5 million marijuana-related arrests since 1995 were for simple possession – not manufacture or distribution.

BE IT RESOLVED THAT We praise the Obama administration for its bold step to make marijuana available for medical purposes,

We call upon states that do not yet provide the reasonable regulation of medical marijuana to do so as soon as possible, to alleviate suffering wherever possible.

We recommend replacing the current policy of marijuana prohibition with a taxed and regulated system modeled on how alcohol is treated in the U.S.

DPCA Meeting Spring 2011, Seoul, Republic of South Korea, Resolutions adopted

Resolution on the funding of Democrats Abroad
ADOPTED IN SEOUL REPUBLIC OF SOUTH KOREA MARCH 2011

Sponsored By: Stanley Grossman (DA UK)

Whereas, one of the primary goals of Democrats Abroad is to generate Democratic votes from Americans living outside the US;

Whereas, it takes a great deal of money to make people aware of votefromabroad.org and Democrats Abroad itself;

Whereas, Democrats Abroad receives all its funds through donations--primarily from members;

Whereas, the total received in donations to DA in 2010 was less than in any year since 2005—when our membership was half of what it is now;

Whereas, voter registration through vfa.org has become the biggest driver of new members;

Whereas, membership numbers stayed stagnant between 2009 and 2010;

Whereas, the DPCA’s lack of funds was one of the major reasons why membership remained stagnant;

Be it therefore resolved that every Country Committee make its committed efforts to raise an average of at least $10 per member in each calendar year beginning in 2011;

Be it further resolved that each Country Committee make its committed efforts to obtain donations of at least $25 per year from at least 10% of its members.

Resolution on The House Budget Allocations

Adopted March 2011 Seoul The Republic of South Korea

Sponsored By: Ramona Rhoades (DA Panama), Ken Sherman (DA Canada), Christine Rolland (DA France) & Christine Schon Marques (DA Switzerland)

WHEREAS the House Appropriations Committee recently announced 302(b) budget allocations for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2011 that will negatively impact Department of State and foreign operations; and

WHEREAS, Department of State and foreign operations activities are integral to our national security and essential for the support of Americans resident abroad; and

WHEREAS the cuts proposed by the House Appropriations Committee include further decimating an already greatly reduced US Agency for International Development (USAID) by cutting its operating expense budget and development assistance allocation by more than $1.4 billion; and

WHEREAS the cuts proposed by the House Appropriations Committee include cuts to international Food Aid Grants of $544 million; and

WHEREAS such cuts not only undermine US security interests and citizen support efforts at a general level, they portend grave consequences for relations and national security with such vital trouble spots as Israel, Egypt, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Colombia; and

WHEREAS such steep reductions to the State Department translate into ignoring the regional complexities as well as the direct and indirect security threats that confront the United States’ security in the Middle East, South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Mexico, Indonesia and other regions; and

WHEREAS it appears convenient to cut foreign operations because most Americans have the mistaken impression that those costs comprise 15 to 20 percent of the budget when they in fact comprise barely 1 percent; and

WHEREAS such budget cuts reduce or eliminate the United States’ ability to address the reconstruction of Haiti, reduce under nutrition in Africa and Latin America, mitigate global environmental and humanitarian calamity, and avert the spread of HIV/AIDS and the transmission of other communicable diseases that threaten national security;

BE IT THERFORE RESOLVED that the Democratic Party Committee Abroad request country committees to mobilize their memberships to lobby their Senators and Congresspersons to defend foreign operations allocations especially funding to USAID and for American Citizens’ Services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party Committee Abroad request the Democratic leadership in the Senate and the House of Representatives to: (1) reject the House Appropriations Committee proposal to cut Department of State and foreign operations allocations; (2) mobilize and aggressively defend such foreign aid spending; (3) that the Democratic leadership widely publicize the damage that the proposed cuts would wreak on national interests , support for American citizens abroad and national security; and (4) that the Democratic leadership take action to properly inform the American public about both the size and the importance of Department of State and foreign operations allocations. 

Resolution on Japan
ADOPTED IN SEOUL REPUBLIC OF SOUTH KOREA MARCH 2011

Whereas Japan has just recently experienced a series of disasters of epic proportions with a projected death toll of 15,000 people or more,

Whereas the tsunami, earthquake and ongoing nuclear incident have displaced more than a half a million people,

Whereas the future of the Fukushima Daiichi power plant is unknown and the nuclear emergency there has the potential to effect the larger global community in a profound way,

Be it resolved that THE DPCA send our support, and our respect for the courage and admiration of the Japanese citizens and foreign nationals living in the greater Tokyo and Tohoku regions and we will continue to do so in the difficult months and years ahead for the rebuilding and recovery of the people struggling in this vibrant and dynamic region.
