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No official report from the International Secretary in 2012 currently exists in DA's files. This represents the current International Secretary's best effort to reconstruct the text of resolutions adopted in 2012, from two documents: the text of resolutions submitted by the Resolutions Committee prior to the 2012 meeting, and the draft minutes of the 2012 meeting, distributed prior to the 2013 Global Meeting.
All dates are imprecise due to unclear minutes from the meeting. In the draft minutes, all the discussion and motions related to resolutions, including adoption, appear to have occurred before the meeting was called to order, and discussions are labelled "workshops" and thus not proper business before the meeting. The author of this document, Will Bakker, attended the meeting and knows this to be an inaccurate representation. With the current state of the minutes and DA's records from 2012, it remains unclear whether any resolutions were properly adopted during the meeting.
Resolution: Congressional Representation for Americans Abroad
[Submitted by Robert Carolina, Chair, Democrats Abroad UK]
Referred to the Long-Term Strategy Committee, May 18-20 although the meeting's minutes are not clear on the relevant motion.
WHEREAS an estimated 7 million American citizens reside temporarily or indefinitely outside the Territorial United States,

WHEREAS US Citizens residing outside the Territorial United States are subject to US tax liability on their worldwide income,

WHEREAS US citizens residing outside the Territorial United States are required under the Foreign Accounts Tax Compliance Act to report annually to the Internal Revenue Service on their savings accounts and other financial assets,

WHEREAS many US Citizens residing outside the Territorial United States in retirement have only modest incomes derived from non-US occupational and state pensions and do not normally hold the right to benefit from US Social Security or Affordable Health Care programs,

WHEREAS many US citizens living or working for extended periods outside the Territorial United States may be dependents of non-US wage-earners, unemployed partners of foreign wage-earners or in receipt of modest income from professional employment and do not acquire in the course of their lives any substantial financial assets,

WHEREAS recent US federal tax law and other legislation has been enacted without adequate investigation or attention to its fairness to, or adverse impact upon, the lives and well-being of US Citizens resident for long periods outside of the Territorial United States,

WHEREAS (1) the District of Columbia (population: 618,000), (2) American Samoa (population: 56,000), (3) the US Virgin Islands (population: 110,000), (4) Guam (population: 160,000), (5) the Northern Mariana Islands (population: 77,000), and (6) Puerto Rico (population: 3.7 million), EACH have a non-voting Delegate or Resident Commissioner in the US House of Representatives to represent their interests in the legislative process, and

WHEREAS no single member of the US Congress (with or without voting rights) is charged exclusively with the responsibility to investigate or represent the interests of US Citizens who reside outside the Territorial United States (estimated population: 7 million), therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, Democrats Abroad:

REQUESTS specific representation for all US Citizens who reside outside the Territorial United States in the US Congress by a non-voting Delegate in the House of Representatives, to be popularly elected by such US Citizens.

Proposed Resolution: Support for American Education
[Submitted by Robert Carolina, Chair, Democrats Abroad UK]
Suggest co-sponsorship with France that submitted a similar text in October referred directly to the Platform Committee.
Referred to Platform Committee, May 18-20
WHEREAS the provision of primary education for all children is a human obligation and duty and the provision of a good education through high school is essential for social well-being and sustainable economic progress, and

WHEREAS global league tables which estimate educational attainment in arithmetic and reading indicate that American schoolchildren and high school students are struggling to achieve rankings in the top 30 nations, and

WHEREAS our educational infrastructure with its aging, dilapidated school buildings and crowded, ill- equipped classrooms and playgrounds, is no longer fit for purpose, and

WHEREAS standards of educational or intellectual attainment depend also on the quality of our teachers and the resources and opportunities placed at their disposal, and

WHEREAS all schools should possess internet access, computers and peripherals, and IT teachers who can enable even the most disadvantaged pupils and students to engage in the information and technological revolution in the world today, and

WHEREAS curricula emphasizing the importance of living cooperatively and peacefully in a globalized world society should be encouraged at all levels, and

WHEREAS recent Congressional attempts to improve mandated educational programs such as the all-important Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) known also as the “No Child Left Behind” program are woefully inadequate, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, Democrats Abroad:

CALLS UPON the federal government to fully fund all government mandated education programs such as the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), and

CALL FOR the replacement of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets, with their excessive reliance on standardized testing, benchmarks and sanctions in favour of programs devised in collaboration with educational professionals and their professional associations which focus on local progress and attainments in individual schools, classes, age-cohorts, and teachers, and

SUGGESTS that reduction of class size, improved staff-student ratios and recruitment of teachers with higher or more diverse qualifications are the keys to better learning, and for these reasons,

OPPOSES programs or policies advocating the use of school vouchers or tax credits as stop-gap remedies for inadequate educational provision in some reasons: such programs direct scarce funding away from the weakest schools and enable private schools, including those organized by religious groups, to siphon off the best students and to overlook or to refuse instruction to those with physical, mental or learning disabilities, and,

FAVORS widening choice within the public school system by increasing the number of magnet and charter schools, and

FAVORS the hiring of new teachers who come from ethnically diverse social or professional backgrounds, in possession of proven educational and personal skills of relevance and/or importance to pupils and students, including the ability to teach English as a second language in bilingual language programs

Resolution: On strengthening financial regulation
[Submitted by Robert Carolina, Chair, Democrats Abroad UK]
Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Minutes read: "Changes were made reflecting earlier comments."
WHEREAS those who profit from financial transactions should also be liable for losses incurred, and

WHEREAS when the Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act of 1933 that required the separation of commercial and investment banking was repealed, some banks began to take excessive risks, became “too big to fail”, and often undermined the stability of the bank, and

WHEREAS most U.S. commercial banks are insured by taxpayers who ultimately shoulder the cost of failed financial institutions, and

WHEREAS the existing relationship between the commercial and investment arms of a bank allows investment managers to secure credit for high risk transactions through the deposits in its commercial section, even though such credit would not be available on the open market where credit is allocated on the soundness of the transaction, and

WHEREAS the failure to separate commercial and investment banking promotes conflicts of interest, and in exceptional instances, may encourage wild speculation or fraud, and

WHEREAS speculative investment generally provides little real value to the economy as a whole, ignores long term opportunities for growth by failing to invest capital where it is needed, we therefore

CALL FOR the reinstatement of the Glass-Steagall requirement for a separation of commercial and investment activities by banks, and also

CALL FOR the progressive taxation of financial transactions so as to increase the cost of risk-taking and speculation and encourage investment in the long term growth and structural adjustment of our economy, and also

FAVOR the imposition of the Tobin tax on all international financial transactions in order to fund the costs of improved infrastructure for the future protection of our global environment. The Committee suggests this sentence be removed, it appears to be without relevant to the rest of the text – it could be part of a separate resolution on Tobin tax and the environment.
Resolution: On Job Creation and the Revitalization of American Manufacturing
[Submitted by Robert Carolina, Chair, Democrats Abroad UK]
Adopted May 18-20 Exact wording not available. Minutes read: "Changes were made reflecting earlier comments."
WHEREAS the Democratic Party has been instrumental in developing policies that strengthen the manufacturing base of the US, and in supporting the goals of American labor,
WHEREAS the decline of manufacturing is in part the result of rising world affluence and increasing consumption of services, and
WHEREAS the loss of jobs in manufacturing within the United States was hastened by a vertiginous rise, in foreign direct placed overseas by U.S. owned companies between 1998-2007, and
WHEREAS rapidly rising hourly wage increases in overseas markets, notably in China--13% per annum on average over the past decade, together with a 20%-40% rise in the real value of the Chinese yuan in dollar exchange-- is reducing the return on outsourcing, and
WHEREAS medium and long-term macroeconomic indicators also indicate that the industrial work force in the United States, with improved plant and innovative management, can match overseas workers in worker flexibility and productivity,
BE IT RESOLVED, Democrats Abroad:
SUPPORTS the granting of carefully targeted, developmental incentives by state governments and the Federal government to manufacturing companies agreeing to redirect company investments (physical and material) to the continental United States while striving for significant advances in productivity, and
SUPPORTS increased Federal investment in research, engineering and technical innovation designed to facilitate the creation of more efficient, carbon neutral industries and products, including cars, and
SUPPORTS S.2231, the Credit Union Small Business Jobs Bill sponsored by New York Senators Charles Schumer and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand which would make available nearly $13 billion in new small business loans nationwide within one year of adoption.

Resolution: On Reforming Taxation and Rebalancing the Federal Revenue Base
[Submitted by Robert Carolina, Chair, Democrats Abroad UK]
Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Minutes read: "Changes were made reflecting earlier comments."
WHEREAS growth in income has stagnated or declined for the lower 60% of American taxpayers over recent decades, and

WHEREAS tax cuts introduced by the Bush Administration have contributed to the concentration of 20% of all income in the top 5% of households (IRS, 2010 figures), and

WHEREAS the tax cuts enacted by the Bush Administration have lessened revenue for federal budget, and

WHEREAS the tax yield from the super-rich and households earning in excess of $250,000 fails to keep pace with the increased outlays necessitated by recession, war, a changing demography, the need to maintain and improve infrastructure as well as with numerous other posts necessary to maintain our research, education, and industry, and

WHEREAS tax rates for the wealthy have fallen even as their real incomes have grown -- the wealthiest 400 Americans now pay income tax at an average rate of 16.6% and the average rate of income tax paid by millionaires in 2009 was 22%, down from 31% in 1995,

WE THEREFORE CALL UPON CONGRESS TO:

1. Allow the Bush tax cuts to expire. 

2. Introduce and enact a fairer, less regressive system of personal income taxation. 

3. Consider ways to implement minimum tax thresholds on those with incomes in excess of $250,000. 

Resolution: To Improve Guest Worker Programs
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, DAMexico Chair Approved by DA Mexico, March, 2012 Barry Devine, Vice-Chair, DA Mexico Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, it has been shown that without seasonal and temporary workers, one in three businesses and industries in the U.S. these workers, (e.g., agriculture and high technology) would close; and

WHEREAS, studies have shown that already 84,000 acres of food production and 22,000 jobs, that were once in the U.S., have been moved across the border to Mexico, (Lynne Finnerty, “Import Labor or Import Food – Who Will Decide”, American Farm Bureau Federation, August 4, 2008;) and

WHEREAS, studies have calculated that for every farm worker, three jobs are created in processing, transport and distribution; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Department of Agriculture announced that it does NOT require USDA-regulated companies to certify that their subcontractors are in compliance with U.S. labor laws. These laws include transportation safety standards, provision of housing or housing allowance, payment of highest “Adverse Effect Wage Rate”, and the right to file federal law suits to enforce these protections; and

WHEREAS, consumers of U.S. Department of Agriculture certified products are entitled to know that the food industry is taking responsibility for complying with basic labor protections for farm workers. For men and women working to put food on America’s tables, there are still far too many cases of rampant employer abuse of existing labor laws. Workers frequently face exposure to toxic pesticides, sexual harassment and assault, dangerous housing, lack of access to toilets, drinking water and hand washing facilities, and theft of wages; and

WHEREAS, the J1 Visa Program, which was designed to permit cultural exchanges between the U.S., have been exploited by recruiters who supply cheap labor to U.S. Corporations such as Hersheys (if we name corporations should there be more than just one here? ) ; and

WHEREAS, the H-1B Visa Program was designed to permit U.S. corporations to hire skilled professionals when there was a shortage of these skills among U.S. citizens; Senators Durbin and Grassley have learned of the fraud in this program and have attempted to bring changes to the regulations. Fraud in this program has led to the exploitation of foreign professionals for lower pay than U.S. employees and to the displacement of US professionals who command somewhat higher salaries. An expansion of the availability of visas to international students graduating with advanced degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), would provide suitable candidates for employment in place of H-1B holders. Journalist Lou Dobbs has observed that flaws in the current program limit job opportunities for new university graduates. (Senator Chuck Grassley, “Grassley Questions Agency About Fraud in the H-1B Program” Press Release, Oct 9, 2008)(Lou Dobbs, “H-1B Report,” You Tube, June 3, 2007)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

I. 
DEMOCRATS ABROAD calls on the Department of State to cease allowing J1 visa programs, which were designed for cultural exchange, be misused by recruiters for supplying cheap labor. 

II. 
DEMOCRATS ABROAD calls on the White House to direct the Department of State to reduce the H-1B visa program for skilled professionals 

III. DEMOCRATS ABROAD calls on the United States Congress to revise the existing H-2A Temporary Foreign Agriculture Worker Program, to meet the requirements of the Agriculture Job Opportunities, Benefits and Security Act (AgJOBS), which was introduced in 2009. 

IV. DEMOCRATS ABROAD calls on the United States Congress to reform the existing employment and family based immigration system. Reforms should include exempting immediate relatives of U.S. citizens from annual quotas placed on legal immigration, which would allow for a larger number of legal immigrants based upon their skills. 

Resolution To Improve Undocumented Workers’ Path To Permanent Residency Or To Citizenship
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, Chair, DAMexico Passed by DA Mexico, March, 2012 Written by Barry Devine, Vice Chair, DAMexico Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee with approval of author
Adopted 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, there are an estimated 11.1 million people living in the U.S. today with no legal status who are considered undocumented workers; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. gains an estimated $37 billion per year from the participation of undocumented workers, according to the President’s Council of Economic Advisors, and

WHEREAS, most American voters believe that undocumented workers should be given a chance to apply for permanent residency and given the right to become citizens providing that they meet specific requirements such as paying back taxes and fines where appropriate and learning English .

WHEREAS, as the U.S. works to rebuild its economy, its ability to succeed depends in part on restoring responsibility and accountability to our immigration system, critical to its national security, economy and global competitiveness; and

WHEREAS, the 1986 Immigration Reforms that included sanctions against U.S. employers who knowingly hired undocumented workers were only enforced sparingly, while provisions of these Reforms that required undocumented workers to return to their countries of origin were strongly enforced, resulting in a huge number of deportations with uprooted families being required to wait years ibefore gaining legal entrance back into U.S. (White House Council of Economic Advisors, Immigrant Economic Impact, 2007.)

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad calls on the Congress of the United States to:

1. Modify immigration regulations so that all currently undocumented foreign-born residents of the United States who wish to could take steps to become permanent residents with the possibility of eventually earning citizenship. 

2. Modify these regulations to require that those interested undocumented workers “get on the right side of the law” by registering and undergoing national security and criminal background checks and by paying any taxes or fines owed. 

3. Reform the path to permanent residency and citizenship to make it fit for the 21st century by maximizing transparency, efficiency and clarity, while minimizing the need for further legislation, reliance on concessions outside the rules, inconsistencies, duplications, and gaps in powers in order to address specific cases. . 

Resolution: On Improving Veterans’ Administration Services
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, DAMexico Chair Approved by DA Mexico, Written by Barton Longmore, DAMexico, Costa Banderas Chapter Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee and Approved by author and proposer
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and its nationwide network of VA Service Centers are struggling to meet the needs of historically large numbers of service men and women returning from active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, and

WHEREAS the Department of Veterans’ Affairs must also look after veterans of the Second World War, the Korean conflict, the Viet Nam war, the First Gulf War and smaller foreign conflicts who have long-term health issues and disabilities, and

WHEREAS VA medical and mental health centers across the US are particularly overwhelmed by the influx of veterans needing medical and psychiatric care at a time when earlier generations of veterans are being diagnosed with cancers linked to low-level exposure to toxins and carcinogenic substances used in warfare decades ago, and

WHEREAS no fewer than 900,000 veterans are currently awaiting decisions, or advice about investigations into their claims for disabilities compensation, and

WHEREAS the VA. mental health care budget has grown by 39% since 2009, allowing an extra 3,500 psychiatrists, social workers and other mental health professionals to be employed, in spite of a shortage of qualified clinicians and mental health professionals in many rural regions, and

WHEREAS many veterans suffering from Traumatic Brain Injuries, PTSD and physical disabilities and

members of their immediate family will likely require medical assistance, emotional support and therapy for the rest of their lives, and

WHEREAS an estimated 100,000 veterans are homeless on any given night, and

WHEREAS an estimated 850,000 post 9/11 veterans were unemployed as of October 2011 and the rate of unemployment among all veterans was estimated to be 12.1%,

THEREFORE be it resolved that the Democratic Party Committee Abroad

1. APPLAUDS the adoption the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act which provided more than $1.4 billion in extra funding to the VA in order to strengthen and expand its network of medical centers, state supported nursing homes and national cemeteries, 

2. WELCOMES the initiative of the Obama White House in collaboration with the Departments of Veterans’ Affairs and Labor in creating the Veterans’ Job Bank in the National Resource Directory, 

3. ACKNOWLEDGES the rapid success of the “VOW to Help Heroes Act” signed into law by President Obama in November 2011 which has so far supported the employment of more than 60,000 able-bodied and disabled veterans and aims to find jobs for a total of 100,000 veterans by the end of 2013, 

4. ENDORSES the Obama Administration’s plans for a Post-9/11 G.I. Bill, and 

5. IMPLORES the U.S. Congress to refrain from the sequestering of funds from the budget of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs from next January 2013 as called for in the Budget Control Act of 2011. 

Resolution To Increase Work Visas For Skilled Foreign Graduates
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, Chair, DAMexico Approved by DA Mexico, March 2012 Written by Barry Devine, Vice Chair, DA Mexico. Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee with approval by author
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, for centuries the best and brightest from around the world have gone to the U.S. to study at its universities and work in its companies. Other countries have in the recent past seen the wisdom of attracting the most gifted minds, and are making it easier for highly skilled immigrants to start companies and create jobs, while the U.S. has been making it more difficult; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. provides approximately 400,000 visas each year to students born in other countries seeking to enroll in U.S. colleges and universities, but then forces them to leave the country to compete against the U.S. when they graduate; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. education system has worked to increase student interest in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), it is still unable to supply adequate qualified graduates in these areas; and

WHEREAS, a recent study by the National Foundation for American Policy found that nearly half of this country’s top 50 venture-funded companies were founded by foreign born entrepreneurs, this is a clear indication that many of the highly skilled foreign born graduates become the innovators and entrepreneurs of the future; and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

DEMOCRATS ABROAD urges the White House to direct the Department of State to encourage international students who graduate from U.S. colleges and universities with Ph.Ds. and Master’s Degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), to remain in the U.S. by providing them with access to green card permanent resident status. This will allow them to work and contribute to the U.S. economy and eventually have the opportunity to become a citizen.

Resolution To Stop Illegal Weapon Smuggling From The U.S. To Mexico
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, Chair, Democrats Abroad Mexico Passed by DA Mexico, December, 2011 Written by: Jody Quinnell, DAMexico, Mazatlán Chapter
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
Whereas, over 40,000 people have been killed in the last five years in Mexico’s drug war and most of the weapons used to fuel this violence are smuggled across the border from the U.S.; and

Whereas, of the more than 75,000 guns turned over to the U.S. Department of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (AFT) by the Mexican government in the last three years, over 80% of the weapons were traced back to the United States; and

Whereas, current data suggests that 2,000 weapons cross the border from the United States to Mexico daily; and

Whereas, there are over 7,000 gun stores along the border with Mexico where anyone can purchase weapons; and

Whereas, the illegal weapon flow escalates a drug war that threatens to destabilize our Southern border and bring increased gun violence to both Mexico and the U.S.; now therefore be it;

RESOLVED THAT DEMOCRATS ABROAD URGES THE US GOVERNMENT TO:

I. enforce the existing ban on the importation of military style assault weapons ( many of them later are smuggled to Mexico) 

II. require and enforce background checks for all gun sales by unlicensed dealers and at gun shows 

III. require gun dealers to report to AFT the sale of multiple assault rifles to the same person within a five day period

IV. restrict the sale of military style semi automatic weapons to individuals V. provide the AFT with more resources and authority to enforce existing firearm laws

Proposed Resolution in Support of HR Bill 2306: End Federal Marjuana Prohibition
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, Chair, DAMexico Passed by DAMexico, December, 2011 co-sponsored by DA Japan May 2012 Written by Jody Quinnell
Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee
Adopted May 18-20? Exact wording and final disposition of the resolution are not available in the meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, in 2009 Democrats Abroad passed a groundbreaking resolution that called for replacing current policy of marijuana prohibition with a taxed and regulated system modeled on how alcohol is treated in the US; and

WHEREAS, the Obama Administration has since reversed its previous policy of allowing states to determine their own policy with regards to marijuana; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that in Mexico, where drug cartels are financed substantially by profits from marijuana bound for US consumers, the drug war has led to more than 50,000 deaths since December 2006; and

WHEREAS, drug cartels are expanding their areas of influence in Central and South America, where hundreds of thousands of Americans live, and the Organization of American States warns the cartels are threatening democracies in the region; and

WHEREAS, vast scientific data confirms that marijuana no longer fits the three statutory criteria for a Schedule I controlled substance; and

WHEREAS, the use of marijuana has been accepted by sixteen states since 1996 and the experiences of patients, doctors and state officials in these states establish marijuana’s accepted medical use in the United States; and

WHEREAS, a 1999 Institute of Medicine report published by the National Academies Press concludes that “except for harms associated with smoking” the adverse affects of the use of marijuana are within the range of effects tolerated for other medications and that according to a 1990 study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences “there are virtually no reports of fatal marijuana overdose in humans;” and

WHEREAS, over the last seventy years the federal criminalization of marijuana has failed to reduce the public’s demand for or access to marijuana, has promoted disrespect for the law and reinforced ethnic and generational divides between the public and law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, according to the Gallup poll of October 17,2011, for the first time 50% of Americans favor legalizing marijuana use, a trend that continues to rise every year ; and

WHEREAS, the criminal prosecution of adults for choosing to use marijuana is an intrusion on personal freedom and a drain of law enforcement resources and a waste of federal tax dollars;

WHEREAS, it is time to end this failed public policy and to provide state governments with the freedom to enact medicalization, decriminalization and or legalization of marijuana without breaking federal law;

WHEREAS, HR 2306 asserts that all federal penalties for production, distribution and possession of the drug be repealedl and that the only federal authority that would remain would be to prevent marijuana traveling over state’s borders in violation of individual states’ laws and to prohibit the export or import of marijuana out of or into United States jurisdiction.

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT DEMOCRATS ABROAD:
· Calls on the Obama Administration to return to its wise and coherent policy that respects medical evidence, states' rights and furthermore is cost-effective 

· Calls on Democrats in Congress to vote in favor of HR 2306 “Ending Federal Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2011”, to limit the application of Federal laws to the distribution and consumption of marijuana ; and 

· Calls on other states to adopt regulations similar to those in the sixteen states and; 
· Calls on the federal government in compliance with previous administration policy to cease  interfering with state business  and that the regulation of medical marijuana should be governed by the Food & Drug administration as are other medical treatments 
Proposed Resolution To Improve Security On The U.S.  Border With Mexico  
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi, DAMexico Chair Passed by DAMexico, March, 2012 Written by Barry Devine, Vice Chair, DAMexico Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee with approval of author 
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, the number of undocumented individuals crossing into the United States from Mexico is currently at the lowest level in decades; and

WHEREAS, current border controls have forced individuals to take more arduous and dangerous routes to cross the border; and

WHEREAS, the trafficking of illegal drugs into the United States continues at high levels, which in turn finance violent drug cartels in Mexico and widespread crime in the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

DEMOCRATS ABROAD urges the White House to direct the Department of Homeland Security, in cooperation with the Government of Mexico, to focus resources on dismantling the operations of coyotes and human traffickers who prey on the vulnerable, as well as disrupting drug smuggling from Mexico. The Border Patrol should be directed to deal with undocumented border crossers humanely, taking all reasonable steps to avoid suffering, indignity and loss of life.

Resolution To Pass The Startup Act (Visa Program For Entrepreneurs)
Proposed by Dee Dee Camhi-Chair, DA Mexico Passed by DA Mexico, March, 2012 Written by Barry Devine, Vice Chair, DAMexico. Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee with the approval of author
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, foreign-born entrepreneurs, scientists and inventors have been vital in establishing America as a world leader in business, technology and innovation: (in one decade, immigrant founded ventures created 450,000 jobs, Vivek Wadhwa, “America’s New Enterpreneurs”, Report by Duke University School of Engineering and UC Berkeley School of Information, Jan. 4, 2007)

WHEREAS, to remain a leader in an increasingly competitive global economy, the United States must attract and keep the best, brightest and hardest working people from all corners of the world: 25% of technology and engineering companies from 1995 to 2005 had at least one immigrant key founder (Vivek, ibid) and

WHEREAS, in recent years, immigrants were nearly twice as likely to start a new business than individuals born in the United States; notable companies are Google, Yahoo, Intel and eBay (Issue brief: “Immigration and American Jobs,” Partnership for a New American Economy, Dec, 2011); and

WHEREAS, forty percent of Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or their children (Issue Brief, ibid); and

WHEREAS, the current EB-5 Visa Program has not been fully effective to encourage entrepreneurs, since less than half of the allocated 10,000 visas annually are allocated.

WHEREAS, John Kerry and Richard Lugar introduced legislation in 2011, called the StartUp Visa Act, which would allow a two-year visa for entrepreneurs living outside the U.S. if a U.S. investor agrees to financially sponsor their entrepreneurial venture with a minimum investment of $100,000. Two years later, the startup must have created five new American jobs and either have raised over $500,000 in financing or be generating more than $500,000 in yearly revenue.

WHEREAS, The StartUp Visa would also permit workers on H-1B visas, or graduates from U.S. universities in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics, (STEM) or Computer Science to extend their stay for an additional two years if they meet the following requirements:

· They must have an annual income of $30,000 or assets of $60,000 

· They must have a U.S. investor commit at least $200,000 to their venture. 

· After two years, the startup must have created at least three new American jobs, and either have raised $100,000 in financing or be generating more than $100,000 in yearly revenue.

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Democrats Abroad urges the Congress of the United States to pass the StartUp Visa Act introduced in 2011.
Proposed Resolution On The Focus Of Regional And International Democrats Abroad Meetings
Proposed by Jack Clancey & Bonny Fay Landers, and passed unanimously by Democrats Abroad Hong Kong on December 13, 2011:
Sponsored by: Alex Montgomery (DA HK)
Referred to the Best Practices Committee, May 18-20.
WHEREAS the Occupy Wall Street movement reflects deep distrust of the two major political parties, and may lead to support for a third party candidate for president; and

WHEREAS American Democrats Abroad (Hong Kong) participants in global meetings of Democrats Abroad International experienced deep distress at the enormous waste of time and resources spent on non-productive matters;

BE IT RESOLVED that American Democrats Abroad (Hong Kong) strongly recommend that all Democrats Abroad members attending regional and / or international meetings focus the majority of their attention on the pressing issues facing our nation, and its citizens abroad; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that less time be spent on procedural matters of little interest to the membership or value to the party.

Proposed Resolution on Nuclear Energy
Proposed by Shari Temple (Germany). Passed by the executive committee of Democrats Abroad Germany, written by Ben Sandige and Michael Steltzer. Co-sponsored by Democrats Abroad Hungary

Meeting's minutes show that the resolutions "carried by a small margin" but also the the Chair requested "an electronic vote in the next 30 days by membership." No such vote was taken. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS nuclear energy plants are, despite advanced technology, highly susceptible to human error, disasters and terrorist attacks;

WHEREAS the catastrophes of Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima demonstrate how the technology of nuclear power is not clean energy but uncontrollable, poisonous and deadly;

WHEREAS the safe and secure disposal of nuclear waste has never been solved and the spent fuel of nuclear reactors is deadly and will be for thousands of years;

WHEREAS almost 20% of the electrical energy in the US is produced by atomic power plants and in addition to the 104 operable atomic nuclear reactors another 21 are planned;

WHEREAS the conventional cost calculation for nuclear energy ignores the real cost of nuclear hazards now and in the future;

WHEREAS nuclear energy is a highly profitable business in the US, yet companies supplying nuclear energy receive significant tax and other financial incentives;

BE IT RESOLVED that DA urge members of Congress to: a) Eliminate the tax deduction for nuclear energy companies and redirect the respective funds

into renewable energy and into smart energy grids;

b) Phase out U.S. nuclear plants currently in operation, beginning with old nuclear power plants, those in earthquake-prone areas and all nuclear power plants not designed to withstand terrorist attacks or airplane crashes;

c) Secure existing nuclear power plants against terrorist attacks and that their normal operational safety be enhanced by on-site independent continuous monitoring, improved

education, training and testing of personnel, and that full transparency be implemented regarding all incidents in all nuclear power plants;

d) Increase its support for research on clean and renewable energy and for incentives for individual households, trade and industry, to reduce energy consumption and to increase energy efficiency;

e) Ensure that the U.S. government should exercise its influence in international organizations to reduce the number of nuclear power plants throughout the world.

Resolution on FATCA and FBAR
Sponsored by: FBAR/FATCA Task Force - Joe Green (Canada) Chair, Stanley Grossman (UK), Maureen Harwood (Canada), Carmelan Polce (Australia), Maya Samara (Switzerland) and Joe Smallhoover (France)
Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee with cooperation from sponsors
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS the Foreign Accounts Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) requires U.S. taxpayers residing abroad to report foreign financial assets exceeding $200,000 to the IRS (Form 8938), and

WHEREAS foreign financial institutions independently report to the IRS on financial accounts held by U.S. citizens, or by foreign entities in which U.S. taxpayers own substantial interests, and

WHEREAS these onerous requirements have had serious consequences for Americans residing overseas, including but not limited to the closure or denial of bank accounts, and possibly the loss of tax-free status for lawfully held pension and savings accounts, and

WHEREAS an American living overseas has a legitimate need for local banking services within his or her own country of residence, and

WHEREAS Americans living in the US have no FATCA-equivalent reporting requirement for their local US bank accounts, and

WHEREAS the Democratic Party Committee Abroad fully supports the IRS in its ongoing attempts to prevent money laundering ad tax evasion, and

WHEREAS the overwhelming majority of the 6-8 million Americans residing overseas are law-abiding citizens who do not earn enough to engage in the costly and complicated procedures used to engage in tax cheating, and

WHEREAS the FATCA reporting threshold of US$200,000 is relatively low and will likely result in the IRS being overwhelmed and distracted by filings relating to fully legitimate savings and pensions accounts, and

WHEREAS those with the means and determination to launder money or evade taxation are not likely to be greatly deterred by FATCA, and

WHEREAS the Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR) must be submitted if a US taxpayer has a financial interest in or signature authority over a foreign financial account with a balance in excess of US$10,000 at any time during the tax year (Form 90-22-1), and

WHEREAS this FBAR threshold was first established in the 1970’s and US$10,000 can no longer be considered to be a meaningful figure, and

WHEREAS the failure to file the FBAR can result in a fine of US$10,000 or more for each year of non- filing, and

WHEREAS the FBAR duplicates FATCA’s reporting requirements and penalties for failure to file, except for the significant difference in their thresholds, $10,000 and $200,000, respectively,

THEREFORE be it resolved that the DPCA

· URGES the Treasury to update its FBAR reporting requirement so as to make it compatible with the developing FATCA legislation, and 

· URGES the reporting threshold for FATCA, and for FBAR as assimilated to or incorporated into FATCA, be increased to US $500,000 and thereafter indexed to inflation, and 

· URGES that a “foreign” or “offshore account” be clearly defined by the IRS as referring to any account held in a country other than one’s country of residence or within the US assuming that any funds held in a foreign bank are reported to that country of residence.
Resolution in support of a Constitutional Amendment on Citizens United Supreme Court Decision
Submitted by Ken Sherman, DPCA International Chair Revised by DPCA Resolutions Committee
Adopted 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
WHEREAS, Article V of the United States Constitution empowers and obligates the people and states of the United States of America to use the constitutional amendment process to correct those egregiously wrong decisions of the United States Supreme Court that go to the heart of our democracy and republican self-government; and

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the decision in Citizens United v. FEC, legislators have a duty to protect democracy and guard against the potentially detrimental effects of corporate spending in local, state, and federal elections; and

WHEREAS, Corporations should not be entitled to the Constitutional protections or "rights" of natural persons and money is not speech, and therefore regulating election-related spending is not equivalent to limiting political speech, and Congress and the States may place limits on election contributions and expenditures; now therefore let it be

RESOLVED that Democrats Abroad calls upon the States to ratify, an amendment to the United States Constitution to clarify that corporations are not entitled to the constitutional rights of natural people, and to allow limits on political campaign spending..

Resolution on Overseas Ballots in 2012
Submitted by Art Schankler, Chair of DA - Czech Republic 
Adopted May 18-20. Exact wording not available. Best effort based on meeting's minutes.
Whereas it is critical that there be an accurate count of votes from Americans living overseas,

Be it resolved that Democrats Abroad calls on the Election Assistance Commission, the Association of Secretaries of State, and the individual Secretaries of State of the various United States to take such actions necessary to ensure a complete and accurate counting and reporting of overseas ballots in the November 2012 election in accordance with the relevant provisions of the MOVE Act.
