
Democrats Abroad Logo Usage and Branding Guidelines 2014

As Democrats Abroad celebrates its 50th Anniversary, it 
is a good time to evaluate our branding across the entire 
global organization. We have made refinements to the 
current logo to make it easier to incorporate into a wide 
range of communications items from printed flyers to 
give-away items to online social media. 

If you have questions about the logo and how to use it, 
contact members of the Communications Committee at 
com@democratsabroad.org

The current logo, designed 
in 2006, has served us well 
to help unify the Democrats 
Abroad brand across print 
and online platforms. Howev-
er, it can be difficult to work 
with in certain situations.

The new version features 
the words “Democrats” and 
“Abroad” the same size. The 
star and stripes are in a new 
proportion to the words to 
allow for a flush alignment 
along the left edge. 

The current web version, also 
used on banners and other 
one-off print applications 
where ink coverage is not an 
issue. 

In the new web logo, the 
stripes maintain the same 
relationship to the star that 
they have in the print ver-
sion. This detail should help 
with scalability of the logo. 
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Logo Variations

democratsabroad.org

Country Name
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Hong Kong

Logo with Integrated Country Names

Dominican Republic

Switzerland

Chile

Logos with country/chapter name configuration will be 
supplied to members for use on chapter-specific items. 

Canada • Toronto

x

x
n

The diagram above shows the size and placement relationships 
between the logo and country name. These relationships are  
scalable across applications and will help maintain a consistent 
look across all chapters.
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democratsabroad.org

Please discontinue use of 
these versions of the logo 
immediately. 

Democrats Abroad is a global organization with a larger 
function than maintaining its web site! It is true that 
democratsabroad.org is a primary hub of information 
but it should represent the whole organization.  

Communications materials should drive users to  
the site as a part of the larger entity. Below are some 
options for incorporating the URL into the official 
logo configuration. 

democratsabroad.org

DemocratsAbroad.org

democratsabroad.org

democratsabroad.org
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democratsabroad.org

Your voice counts.

Commit to
Vote from Abroad.

Vote. 2014.
Consider the Alternative.

Absentee ballots for Americans

Paid for and authorized by the Democratic Party Committee Abroad.

The version above was created for specialized usage in  
combination with the VotefromAbroad logo. The tearsheet to 
the right is an example of the organization logo with a separate 
but stylized version of the Democrats Abroad URL. 
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Color Palette

4/color process
dark blue: C96.1 M98.55 
Y37.93 K45.49
light blue: C35.53 
M26.82 Y0 K0
red: C20.87 M97.06 
Y91.03 K11.69

3/color  
blue: PMS 2765
red: PMS 1805
light blue: PMS 2716 

2/color  
blue: PMS 2765 and  
light blue: 50% 2765
red: PMS 1805

2/color  
blue: PMS 2765
red: PMS 1805 

web safe
dark blue: 330033
light blue: 9999CC
red: CC3333 
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Typeface Recommendations

When selecting a typeface to accompany the Democrats 
Abroad logo on communications materials, look for a 
typeface with contrasting characteristics to the logo.

The example above uses two 
typefaces that contrast well 
with each other, and with 
the two logos at the bot-
tom of the page. Note that 
the Democrats Abroad logo 
above is the new version.

Since the Democrats Abroad logotype is a serif font,  
a sans serif generally contrasts well. 

Americans living abroad number in the millions. With elections being decided by microscopic margins, the impor-
tance of overseas votes has never been more obvious. In 2008, Al Franken became U.S. Senator from Minnesota by 
a margin of 312 votes. In 2004, Democrat Christine Gregoire became governor of Washington by just 133 votes. And 
who could forget the 537 votes in Florida that sent George Bush to the White House in 2000?

The law
•	 	All	Americans	abroad	retain	the	right	to	vote	in	US	Federal	elections	no	matter	where	they	live	in	

the	world,	how	long	they	have	been	overseas,	or	when	and	where	they	last	voted.*

•	 	This	right	was	granted	by	Congress	in	1975.	Today,	it	is	guaranteed	and	governed	by	the	Uniformed	
and	Overseas	Citizens	Absentee	Voting	Act	of	1986	(UOCAVA),	which	was	recently	amended	in	
2009	by	the	Military	and	Overseas	Voter	Empowerment	(MOVE)	Act.	

*	 	The	only	possible	exception	is	children	of	US	citizens	who	have	never	resided	in	the	United	States.	
In	most	cases,	they	may	vote	in	the	state	where	their	American	parent(s)	last	resided.	The	only	state	
which	explicitly	prohibits	these	citizens	from	voting	is	Virginia.

The process
•	 	Americans	abroad	must	register	and	request	a	ballot	from	their	local	voting	authority,	wherever	

they	last	resided	in	the	United	States.	

•	 	The	request	must	be	received	and	accepted.	The	voting	authority	transmits	a	ballot	overseas	(by	
post	or	electronically).	The	voter	must	complete	and	mail	it	back.	It	can	be	a	long	and	complicated	
process	with	many	potential	pitfalls	along	the	way.

•	 	The	form	used	to	register	and	request	a	ballot	is	known	as	the	Federal	Post	Card	Application,	or	
FPCA.	Each	state	provides	its	own	explicit	instructions	on	how	this	form	needs	to	be	completed		
in	order	to	be	valid.	

•	 	In	the	event	a	voter	fails	to	receive	a	duly	requested	ballot,	a	backup	is	available:	the	Federal		
Write-in	Absentee	Ballot,	or	FWAB.

•	 	Recent	legislation	(MOVE	Act)	requires	overseas	voters	to	file	a	new	ballot	request	each	year.	

The easy way — VoteFromAbroad.org
•	 	VoteFromAbroad.org	is	the	easiest	and	most	comprehensive	online	solution	to	the	complexities		

of	overseas	voting.

•	 	By	answering	a	few	simple	questions,	the	voter	immediately	receives	a	completed	FPCA	ballot	
request	—	ready	to	be	printed,	signed	and	mailed	to	the	address	provided.	

•	 	VoteFromAbroad.org	also	immediately	provides	a	FWAB	write-in	ballot,	to	be	used	in	the	event		
that	the	state	ballot	fails	to	arrive	in	time.	

•	 	VoteFromAbroad.org	is	a	public	service	provided	by	Democrats	Abroad	in	both	English	and		
Spanish	for	the	use	of	all	overseas	voters,	regardless	of	party	affiliation.

The Facts on Overseas Voting

Democrats Abroad is the official overseas branch of the U.S. Democratic Party. With members  
in more than 160 countries around the globe, Democrats Abroad holds eight positions on the 
Democratic National Committee and sends a voting delegation to the Democratic National  
Convention to select our presidential candidate.  
Contact: Vincent Fry, Executive Director, ed@democratsabroad.org, Tel. +1 202 863 8109

Your voice counts.

Vote. 2010.
Consider the Alternative.

Absentee ballots for Americans

Paid for and authorized by the Democratic Party Committee Abroad.

The 2010 Keep the Congress Series
continues

with one of the hottest races in the U.S.

Wednesday, September 15, 2010
at 8:30am EDT

U.S. Senate Candidate
Kendrick Meek of Florida

RSVP: ED@DemocratsAbroad.org

This font is News Gothic Bold. As a rather narrow type-
face, it allows for slightly more type in a small space.
Other sans serif options that are generally accessible:

Helvetica 
Arial
Calibri

Serif fonts are better for large bodies of text because 
they are generally easier to read. 
Other serif options include:

Cambria
Times

Please note: The typefaces used in the Democrats 
Abroad and Vote from Abroad logos are called Adobe 
Garamond and Vista Sans, respectively. However, these 
fonts should not be used on communications materials 
with the logos in order to keep the logos distinct from 
the headlines or text within the materials. 

News Gothic Bold rather 
narrow, allows more text 
in a small space.

Bodoni the extreme thick 
and thin strokes contrast 
with the logotype.

Scala a contemporary serif 
typeface useful for large 
bodies of text.

The typefaces listed above 
are licensed and must be 
purchased in order to use 
them. Graphic designers  
tend to have many fonts to 
choose from. If you are not 
working with a designer, 
there are free fonts available 
that are acceptable for use 
with the logo.
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Social Media Usage

Screenshots of recent  
Democrats Abroad pages 
from Facebook and Twitter, 
with the new logo inserted 
for demonstration.


